BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Application of

)

Lincoln County Sewer and Water, LLC
) 
Case No. SR-2013-0321

For Approval of a Rate Increase.

)

In the Matter of the Application of

)

Lincoln County Sewer and Water, LLC
) 
Case No. WR-2013-0322

For Approval of a Rate Increase.

)
THE OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL’S STATEMENT OF

SUPPORT FOR EVIDENTIARY HEARING AND REQUEST
FOR LOCAL PUBLIC HEARING

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and for its Statement of Support for Evidentiary Hearing and Request for Local Public Hearing states as follows:

1. On December 4, 2012, Lincoln County Sewer and Water, LLC (LCSW) initiated small company rate increase proceedings with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) requesting an increase of $13,382.00 in its annual sewer system operating revenues and an increase of $7,569.00 in its annual water system operating revenues.

2. On July 2, 2013, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) filed a Request for Evidentiary Hearing stating that Staff and LCSW have been unable to reach an agreement regarding resolution of the Company’s request and requesting that the above stated cases be resolved by evidentiary hearing, pursuant to Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-3.050(21).
3. Public Counsel now states its support for Staff’s request for an evidentiary hearing in these matters.  Considering the timeline approved in this case per 4 CSR 240-3.050(24), Public Counsel also supports Staff’s request that a procedural conference be scheduled as soon as possible.
4. Additionally, affording customers the opportunity to speak Commission at a hearing is a critical part of the ratemaking process.  The proposed rate increases are substantial and customers should have the opportunity to voice their concerns to the Commission at a local public hearing.  Therefore, Public Counsel requests a local public hearing in these matters.
5. Public Counsel does not object to the Commission scheduling the local public hearing promptly, as long as customers are given at least 7 days notice.
WHEREFORE, Public Counsel respectfully submits its support for Staff’s request for an evidentiary hearing and requests that the Commission schedule a local public hearing.
Respectfully submitted,
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certificate of service

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing have been mailed, emailed or hand-delivered to the following this 3rd day of July 2013:

General Counsel Office
Missouri Public Service Commission
200 Madison Street, Suite 800
P.O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO  65102
staffcounselservice@psc.mo.gov
Kevin Thompson

General Counsel Office
Missouri Public Service Commission
200 Madison Street, Suite 800
P.O. Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO  65102
Kevin.Thompson@psc.mo.gov
Lincoln County Sewer & Water, LLC

Attn:  Dennis Kallash

360 E. Cherry Street

Troy, MO 63379
/s/ Christina L. Baker
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