Before the Public Service Commission
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STAFF’S RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR DISMISSAL OF PARTY FILED BY

SOUTHERN STAR CENTRAL GAS PIPELINE, INC.


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) by and through counsel, and respectfully states as follows: 

1.  On October 24, 2003, Staff filed a Motion to open a case with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission).  


2.  On December 9, 2003, the Commission issued its Order Opening Case, Adding Parties, Directing Notice and Setting Prehearing Conference (Order). 


3.  On February 24, 2004, Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. filed a Motion for Dismissal from this case.


4.  Staff has reviewed the December 9, 2003 Order.  Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. is not listed as a Party.  However, based upon prior experience in this case, it is likely that Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. is a successor in interest to one of the entities that are Parties in this case.  Accordingly, Staff requests that the Commission issue an Order directing Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. to file a pleading specifying which entity in the Order that it actually represents.  Accordingly, Staff opposes the dismissal of Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. as a Party to this case.  


5.  In the alternative, Staff believes that Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. should be a Party to this case.  One of the purposes of this investigation is to identify energy sellers that may be required to register with the Commission.  Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. could provide helpful information in that regard.  


WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated above, Staff requests the Commission issue an Order directing Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. to file a pleading identifying which entity in the Order it represents.  In the alternative, Staff requests a Commission Order making Southern Star Central Gas Pipeline, Inc. a party to this case.  
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