BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificate
)

of Service Authority and Accompanying Tariff of
)
Case No. TD-2003-0582

ConnectAmerica, Inc.




)

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION OF TIME

The Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed, on June 30, 2003, a motion to cancel the certificate of service authority and accompanying tariff of ConnectAmerica, Inc.  Staff filed amended motions on July 7, 2003, and July 11, 2003.  Based on new information, Staff revised its recommendation and suggested that instead of canceling the company’s certificate and tariff, the Commission should direct ConnectAmerica to file, within 45 days, evidence of good standing with the Missouri Secretary of State’s office.  

On July 17, 2003, the Commission issued an order directing ConnectAmerica to file, no later than September 2, 2003, a Certificate of Good Standing or other evidence of good standing from the Missouri Secretary of State.  As the company failed to file any pleading by the September 2nd deadline, the Commission issued an order directing the company to show cause as to why the company’s certificate and tariff should not be canceled.  This order instructed the company to respond no later than September 29, 2003.

On September 29, 2003, the company filed a Motion for Extension of Time.  ConnectAmerica states that it has begun the process of filing the annual report and franchises taxes necessary to bring the company into compliance with the Missouri Secretary of State’s office.  ConnectAmerica indicates that it has been unable to complete that process to date.  Because of the detailed tax returns and information required on the delinquent filings, ConnectAmerica requests an additional 45‑day period to become compliant with the Missouri Secretary of State.  ConnectAmerica states that it regrets these lapses in administrative and regulatory compliance, and commits to do its utmost to maintain such compliances in a timely manner in the future.

No party responded to ConnectAmerica’s request for an extension, and the time for doing so has now passed.  Therefore, the Commission will grant the request for an extension of time.  The Commission, however, cautions the company that additional extensions of time may not be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That ConnectAmerica, Inc.’s request for an extension of time is granted.   The deadline for ConnectAmerica, Inc. to file a Certificate of Good Standing or other evidence of good standing from the Missouri Secretary of State’s office is extended from September 29, 2003, to November 13, 2003.

That this order shall become effective on October 15, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 15th day of October, 2003.

1
2

