BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Joint Application of Northeast Missouri
)

Rural Telephone Company and Modern Telecommunica-
)

tions Company for Approval to Merge Modern Telecom-

)
Case No. TM-2002-465

munications Company and Northeast Missouri Rural

)

Telephone Company.







)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

Pursuant to this Commission’s order of July 2, 2002, the evidentiary hearing in this matter is set for October 10 and 11, 2002.  However, on September 19, 2002, the presiding officer received an e-mail from counsel for the applicants that read in part as follows:

I hope I am not overstating conversations with counsel by telling you I do not believe that any parties oppose the merger.  My suggestion is that the parties submit the prefiled testimony into evidence, waive cross-examination, and witnesses for the applicants, Staff, and OPC will present themselves before the Commission on October 10 to address any questions you and the Commissioners may have.  Of course SWB and AT&T would have the right to be present as well.

I would appreciate knowing if such a procedure would be acceptable to you and the Commission.

This communication, which was copied to all parties of record, suggests that an evidentiary proceeding is unnecessary in this matter.  Of course, the settlement prior to hearing of a contested case is by no means unusual; however, it generally results in a stipulation and agreement.  No stipulation and agreement has been filed in this case.  Consequently, the Commission will convene a prehearing conference in order to inquire into the status of this case and, particularly, to determine whether or not the scheduled evidentiary hearing may be dispensed with.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That a prehearing conference shall be held on Friday, October 4, 2002, at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference will be held at the Commission's offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Room 305, Jefferson City, Missouri, a facility which meets the accessibility standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the hearing.  

2. That this order shall become effective on October 4, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to Section 386.240, 

RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 25th day of September, 2002.
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