(1) The provisions of this rule do not apply to non-contested investigations or rulemakings.  The following definitions shall apply in this rule:

(A) “ex parte communication” is any communication, written or oral, that concerns any matter that is pending before the Commission for decision or can reasonably be foreseen to come before the Commission for decision.  Communications about purely procedural matters are not “ex parte communications.”


(B) “Advisor” means the personal advisor of a Commissioner or any person assigned to the “Commission’s advisory staff” and includes employees and contractor experts.

 (10)  No person shall make an ex parte communication to one or more Commissioners.  Any ex parte communication between any person and one or more Commissioners shall be a public record and a public meeting pursuant to Chapter 610 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri.  In addition to the notice requirements of Chapter 610, RSMO or any other Commission rule, a minimum of 48 hours notice of any meeting between any person and one or more Commissioners at which ex parte communications are anticipated shall be provided to each party to the relevant utility's most recent general rate case or earnings complaint case. 


(14) A Commissioner, Regulatory Law Judge or Advisor that receives an ex parte communications shall not entertain, or consider this communication concerning the merits of the proceeding.

