
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

The Staff of the 





)

Missouri Public Service Commission,


)









)




Complainant,



)









)


vs.






)
Case No. TC‑2004‑0239








)

EZ Talk Communications, LLC,



)









)




Respondent.


)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING  

The Staff of the Commission filed a complaint against EZ Talk Communications, LLC on November 26, 2003, requesting authority to seek penalties against EZ Talk for failing to pay its annual assessment to the Commission.  On January 12, Staff filed a statement indicating that EZ Talk has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.  Staff also indicated that further Commission action on this complaint might be stayed by the automatic stay provisions of the bankruptcy code. 

The Commission would like to learn more about the status of EZ Talk, and to that end, the Commission will direct its Staff to file a pleading explaining whether the consideration of this complaint is stayed under the automatic stay.  Staff should also explain what steps the Commission can take to assert its claim for unpaid assessments in EZ Talk’s bankruptcy proceeding. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That no later than March 1, 2004, the Staff of the Commission shall file a pleading offering its opinion on whether further action in this complaint case is stayed by the automatic stay provisions of the Federal bankruptcy code.  Staff shall also explain what steps the Commission may take to assert its claim for unpaid assessments in EZ Talk Communications’ bankruptcy proceeding.   

2.
That this order shall become effective on January 14, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

(S E A L)

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 14th day of January, 2004.
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