BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the matter of the verified application
)

and petition of Laclede Gas Company for  
)
Case No. GO-2004-0443 establishment of an infrastructure 
)
Tariff No. YG-2004-1028

system replacement surcharge
)


PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 


COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”) on its behalf and on behalf of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff”), the Office of the Public Counsel (“Public Counsel”), the Missouri Energy Group (“MEG”), and the Missouri Industrial Energy Consumers (“MIEC”) (hereinafter collectively referred to as “the Parties”) and submits the following joint proposed procedural schedule in the above-captioned case. In support thereof, Laclede states as follows:

1.
On March 31, 2004, the Commission issued its Order Granting Intervention and Setting Prehearing Conference in the above-captioned case in which it directed the Parties to file a proposed procedural schedule no later than April 15, 2004.  To that end, the Parties have developed a proposed procedural schedule that should permit the Commission to issue its Report and Order in time to accommodate the statutory deadline of June 29, 2004 by which the Infrastructure System Replacement Surcharge (“ISRS”), as approved by the Commission, must become effective.  Specifically, the Parties propose that the Commission adopt the following procedural schedule:

April 26, 2004
Staff and any other interested party file reports and any supporting testimony in response to Company’s ISRS filing;

May 20, 2004
Company files testimony in response to reports and testimony filed on April 26, 2004;

May 25, 2004
Parties submit list of issues, if necessary, and statements of position;

May 27-28, 2004
Evidentiary hearings, if necessary.

June  8, 2004
Parties file briefs.

2.
Counsel for the Staff, Public Counsel, MEG and MIEC have all authorized the undersigned counsel for Laclede to represent that they concur in the procedural schedule proposed above. 


WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Laclede Gas Company respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order approving the proposed procedural schedule set forth herein.

Respectfully submitted,


/s/ Michael C. Pendergast______________              
Michael C. Pendergast  # 31763



Vice President & Associate General Counsel


Rick E. Zucker  #49211



Assistant General Counsel –Regulation

Laclede Gas Company



720 Olive Street, Room 1520



St. Louis, MO 63101




(314) 342-0532 (telephone)



E-mail:
mpendergast@lacledegas.com
ATTORNEYS FOR

LACLEDE GAS COMPANY

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Proposed Procedural Schedule was served on the General Counsel of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, the Office of the Public Counsel, and all parties of record on this 15th day of April, 2004 by hand-delivery, fax, electronic mail or by regular mail, postage prepaid.


/s/ Rick Zucker_____________________
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