Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Joint Application of Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company and Modern Telecommunications Company for Approval to Merge Modern Telecommunications Company and Northeast Missouri Rural Telephone Company.
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Notification that Staff Will Not Be Filing Direct Testimony

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, by and through Counsel, and respectfully states the following:

1. On July 2, 2002, the Commission entered an Order setting forth a procedural 

schedule in connection with the above case.  In that schedule, a date was set for the filing of Direct Testimony by all parties.

2. Staff would respectfully advise the Commission that it will not be filing Direct 

Testimony in this case.  Staff will, however, be filing subsequent, responsive testimony. While Staff cannot speak for the other parties, Staff would note that during the Pre-Hearing Conference in this case, it appeared to Staff that the Applicants would be the only party filing Direct Testimony, and, that the other parties would be filing subsequent, responsive testimony.








Respectfully submitted,








DANA K. JOYCE








General Counsel
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Certificate of Service
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/s/ Cliff Snodgrass
____________________________________

PAGE  

2

