BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificate
)

of Service Authority and Accompanying Tariff of
)
Case No. TD-2003-0582

ConnectAmerica, Inc.




)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING

On June 30, 2003, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion to cancel the certificate of service authority and accompanying tariff of ConnectAmerica, Inc.  Staff asserted that the company’s 2002 annual report form was returned by the post office as undeliverable and that the company had not kept the Commission informed of its current address.  In addition, Staff stated that the Missouri Secretary of State’s website shows that the company was administratively dissolved on August 28, 2000, for failure to file an annual report.

On July 7, 2003, and July 11, 2003, Staff filed amended motions to cancel the company’s certificate and tariff.  Staff indicates that it recently learned that ConnectAmerica made a late filing of its 2002 annual report that was received by the Commission on May 23, 2003.  According to Staff, the annual report indicates that the company has changed its address.  Nonetheless, Staff contends that the company is unauthorized to conduct business in the state of Missouri because it was administratively dissolved by the Missouri Secretary of State.  

Staff also states that on July 2, 2003, the company’s counsel contacted Staff and indicated that counsel needs time to investigate this matter.  Therefore, Staff now recommends that the Commission issue an order directing ConnectAmerica to file, within 45 days, evidence of good standing with the Missouri Secretary of State’s office.  If ConnectAmerica fails to make this filing, Staff recommends that the Commission issue an order (1) canceling ConnectAmerica’s certificate and tariff; (2) directing ConnectAmerica to notify its Missouri customers in writing of the need to select another carrier; and (3) directing ConnectAmerica to file a pleading with a copy of the required customer notice attached.

The Commission has reviewed Staff’s motions and finds that ConnectAmerica should be directed to file a Certificate of Good Standing, or other evidence of good standing, from the Missouri Secretary of State.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That no later than September 2, 2003, ConnectAmerica, Inc., shall file with the Commission a Certificate of Good Standing, or other evidence of good standing, from the Missouri Secretary of State.

2. That this order shall become effective on July 27, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 17th day of July, 2003.
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