Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificate of Service Authority of Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated.
	)

)

))
	                 Case No. TD-2005-______


motion to open case and cancel 

certificate of service authority


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its Motion to Open Case and Cancel Certificate of Service Authority, respectfully states as follows:

1. In Case No. TA-97-268, the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) issued its order approving the certificate of service authority of Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated to provide interexchange telecommunications services, with an effective date of February 23, 1997.

2. Although the company may have initially complied with Commission requirements to submit annual reports and statements of revenue, in recent years the company has failed to do so.  Specifically, the company failed to submit annual reports for calendar years 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003.  The company has also failed to provide the Commission with the required statements of revenue for at least Fiscal Years 2004 and 2005 (corresponding with calendar years 2002 and 2003).  The Commission has not sent the company notice of an assessment for at least the past five years, however, as the company’s Missouri revenues were either negligible or nonexistent.  Accordingly, Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated does not owe the Commission any assessments.  

3. Although the mail has not been returned from the address the Commission has on file, the company’s telephone number that it provided to the Commission has been disconnected and no further information is available.

4. Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated last filed an annual report with the Missouri Secretary of State’s Office in December 2002.  It was administratively dissolved in Missouri on March 30, 2004.

5. Counsel for Staff obtained a telephone number and was able to reach by telephone an officer of the corporation listed on the Missouri Secretary of State’s 2002 Annual Registration Report (the last one filed before dissolution).  That individual orally indicated that the company had ceased doing business in Missouri and elsewhere in late 2002, and that he was no longer an officer of the company.  He also indicated that the company no longer provides service to Missouri customers.  Counsel for Staff has also received an email from the former regulatory manager for Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated, indicating that the company is no longer doing business in Missouri and has no Missouri customers.  That individual also no longer has any connection to Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated itself, however.

6. As Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated has been administratively dissolved, failed to submit annual reports for a number of years, and has advised the Staff that it is no longer doing business in Missouri and has no Missouri customers, Staff recommends the Commission cancel Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated’s certificate of service authority.  

7. The Commission has the authority to cancel a telecommunications corporation certificate pursuant to Section 392.410.5 RSMo 2000, which provides:

Any certificate of service authority may be altered or modified by the commission after notice and hearing, upon its own motion or upon application of the person or company affected.

However, the Commission need not hold a hearing, if, after proper notice and opportunity to intervene, no party requests such a hearing.  State ex rel. Rex Deffenderfer Enterprises, Inc. v. Public Service Commission, 776 S.W.2d 494 (Mo. App. 1989).


WHEREFORE, the Staff recommends the Commission cancel the certificate of service authority granted Eastern Telecommunications, Incorporated in Case No. TA-97-268 to provide interexchange telecommunications communications services, as well as its tariff, P.S.C. Mo. No. 1. 
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