Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission
Petitioner, 
vs.
House Springs Sewer Company,
Respondent.
	))))))
	Case No. SC-99-135

	
	
	


Updated Staff Report 

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and states the following:

1.
On August 20th, 2004, the Staff filed a Response to Order Directing Filing (Response) in connection with a Commission inquiry as to whether it was appropriate to issue an Order closing the case in this matter.

2.
In that Response the Staff, stated, among other things, that “…House Springs has violated the terms of the Stipulation filed in this case because the proceeds of the sale of the assets of the Imperial Utility Company is occurring first, without payment of the assessments being made to the Commission.”  


3.
The Stipulation at issue provided that House Springs agreed to pay these assessments “…immediately upon the closing of the House Springs assets or at such time as the net proceeds of the Imperial sale are distributed to the owners of Imperial, whichever occurs first.”  

4.
The Staff erred in its earlier Response by concluding that House Springs had violated the terms of the Stipulation in this case.  Staff erred because none of the claimants receiving any monies from the proceeds of the sale of the assets of the Imperial utility company were owners of Imperial.  Since none of the owners of Imperial received any proceeds there was no violation of the Stipulation.    

5.
Staff Counsel was under the impression that one of the owners of House Springs received some of the proceeds from the sale of Imperial.  A subsequent conversation with the court-appointed receiver’s attorney, Mr. Kyle Humphrey, established that while a Mr. Collins was a former part owner of Imperial, he had no ownership interest in the utility when the assets were sold.  


6.
Staff Counsel has requested that Mr. Humphrey provide corroboration to the Staff that confirms that none of the owners of Imperial received proceeds from the sale of Imperial assets.  Mr. Humphrey has been co-operative and very helpful in working with Staff Counsel’s requests. 

7.
Staff is also in the process of having a pleading filed in the St. Louis County Circuit Court by the court-appointed receiver to both acknowledge the assessment monies owed and to condition any sale of the assets on payment of these assessments.  Staff expects to receive both the pleading and additional evidence from Mr. Humphrey within the next several days.  


WHEREFORE, based upon the foregoing, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission allow the Staff until September 1, 2004 to file a supplemental report in this case.
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