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staff's Case Status Report

Comes Now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through counsel, and for its Case Status Report states the following to the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission).

Procedural History

1.
In response to various Commission orders issued in this case, the Staff has previously filed status reports on the following dates: September 22, 2000; February 8, 2001; October 4, 2001; April 8, 2002; December 2, 2002; March 3, 2003; June 2, 2003; 
September 2, 2003; and February 19, 2004 (02/19/04).

In addition to the above-referenced status reports, the Staff also filed a report in this case on November 30, 2001, in which it responded to several questions from the Commission regarding this case and other matters pertaining to House Springs Sewer Company (HSSC or Company).

Current Status

2.
As an update to information previously reported to the Commission regarding the Company's assessment payments, the Staff notes that HSSC has now paid its FY2004 assessment in full and also made a payment in January 2004, which was not reflected in the Staff's 02/19/04 Status Report, that has been credited to its past due assessment for FY2001 and which reduces the balance due for that year to zero.

An updated table, similar to the one presented in the Staff's 02/19/04 Status Report, reflecting the current status of HSSC's assessment payments and remaining unpaid balances is attached to this report as Appendix A.  (In this table, payments made or credited after the Staff's 02/19/04 Status Report are bolded and shaded.)

3.
Regarding certain other matters addressed in several of its previous status reports, the Staff notes, based upon the most recently available information, that the status of the following matters has not changed since it filed its 02/19/04 Status Report: (a) the Company's assets have not yet been sold; (b) the proceeds of the sale of Imperial Utility Corporation's assets (a sister company to HSSC) have not yet been distributed to its owners because of ongoing litigation; (c) the deadline for HSSC to fulfill its obligation to sell its assets under a consent decree established in a court case involving the Department of Natural Resources has not been formally extended past a previously court-approved extension, but the DNR has not yet taken any enforcement action against the Company regarding its non-compliance with this obligation; and (d) the Company is negotiating a sale of its assets to a prospective buyer and it is possible that a sale may take place by the end of 2004.

4.
Staff member Dale W. Johansen, Manager of the Water & Sewer Department, obtained the information used to compile this report.

5.
The Staff will continue to monitor the situations surrounding this case and will report the status of those situations to the Commission consistent with the Commission's orders, or at other times the Staff considers appropriate.

Wherefore, the Staff submits this Case Status Report for the Commission's information and consideration in this case.

Respectfully Submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE

General Counsel

/s/ Cliff E. Snodgrass


Cliff E. Snodgrass

Senior Counsel

Missouri Bar No. 52302

Attorney for the Staff of the
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P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102

573-751-3966  (telephone)

573-751-9285  (facsimile)
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