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)
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STAFF RESPONSE TO ORDER DIRECTING FILING 


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and respectfully submits as follows:  


1.
On June 18, 2004, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) filed an Application for an order authorizing it to acquire the business of TXU Gas Company with the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission).  The acquisition is valued at approximately $1.925 billion (Application at 3).  The Application is accompanied by a Motion for Expedited Treatment seeking a Commission Order approving the Transaction by September 30, 2004. 


2.
On July 16, 2004, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing, which directed Staff to file a pleading stating when it will file its Recommendation concerning the Application.  


3.
Staff’s ability to file its Staff Recommendation in this matter is primarily contingent on receipt of prompt and complete responses from Atmos to Staff’s Data Requests.  Staff states that efforts by Atmos in this regard have been positive to date.  Staff has submitted initial Data Requests and submitted additional Data Requests on July 23, 2004.  Atmos is currently working on responses to these Data Requests.  


4.
In addition to the receipt of prompt and complete responses to Staff’s Data Requests, Staff needs time to review and make proper analysis of the responses.  


5.
Staff believes that it can file a Recommendation in this case by September 15.  This is dependent on the matters raised in paragraphs 3 and 4.  Staff will inform the Commission of any problems of producing a Staff Recommendation.  Staff also recommends a Prehearing Conference for August 18, 2004 at 10 a.m. for the purpose of discussing the issues in this case.   


6.
Staff also notes that the Commission has not issued any Orders regarding intervention.

WHEREFORE, Staff respectfully requests that the Commission issue an Order setting a Prehearing Conference on August 18, 2004 at 10 a.m. and further states that Staff believes it can file a Staff Recommendation no later than September 15, 2004. 
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