Before The Public Service Commission

Of The State Of Missouri
	Staff of the Missouri Public

Service Commission

                                             Complainant

v.

House Springs Sewer Company

                                             Respondent
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	Case No. SC-99-135


staff's Case Status Report

Comes Now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff and Commission), by and through counsel, and for its Case Status Report states the following:

Procedural History

1.
On September 20, 2002, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing (the 09/20/02 Order) in this case, in which it directed the Staff to file status reports in the case on the following dates, until this case is resolved: December 2, 2002; March 3, 2003; June 2, 2003; September 1, 2003; and December 1, 2003.  In that same Order, the Commission also stated that other parties to the case may, but are not required to, file responses to the Staff reports.  The due dates for such responses were set to fall 10 days after the dates that the Staff was directed to file its reports.

2.
The Staff filed the first four status reports required by the Commission's 09/20/02 Order on December 2, 2002 (12/02/02), March 3, 2003 (03/03/03), June 2, 2003 (06/02/03) and September 2, 2003 (09/02/03), respectively, as required by that Order.  The Staff did not file a status report in December 2003, and the Commission subsequently directed the Staff to file a status report on or before February 19, 2004.

3.
In response to various previous Commission Orders, the Staff has previously filed status reports in this case on the following dates: September 22, 2000 (09/22/00); February 8, 2001 (02/08/01); October 4, 2001 (10/04/01); and April 8, 2002 (04/08/02).  In addition to these status reports, the Staff also filed a report in this case on November 30, 2001 (11/30/01), in which it responded to several questions from the Commission regarding this case and other matters pertaining to House Springs Sewer Company (HSSC or Company).

Current Status

4.
As an update to the information previously reported to the Commission regarding the Company's assessment payments, the Staff notes that the Company has now made eight (8) payments toward its FY2004 assessment (these payments have basically been made monthly since August 2003 and total just over two-thirds of HSSC's FY2004 assessment), and has also recently made payments that have been credited to certain past due assessments.  An updated table, similar to the one presented in the Staff's 09/02/03 Status Report, reflecting the current status of HSSC's assessment payments and remaining unpaid balances is attached to this report as Appendix A.  (In this table, payments made after the Staff's 09/02/03 Status Report are bolded and shaded.)

5.
Regarding certain information addressed in several of the Staff's previous Status Reports, the Staff notes, based upon the most recently available information, that the status of the following items has not changed: (a) the Company's assets have not yet been sold; (b) the proceeds of the sale of Imperial Utility Corporation's assets (a sister company to HSSC) have not yet been distributed to its owners because of ongoing litigation; (c) the deadline for HSSC to fulfill its obligation to sell its assets under a consent decree established in a court case involving the Department of Natural Resources has not been formally extended past a previously court-approved extension, but the DNR has not yet taken any enforcement action against the Company regarding its non-compliance with this obligation; and (d) the Company is negotiating a sale of its assets to a prospective buyer and it is possible that a sale may take place by the end of 2004.

6.
The Staff will continue to monitor the situations surrounding this case and will report the status of those situations to the Commission consistent with any future orders, or at other times the Staff considers appropriate.

Wherefore, the Staff submits this Case Status Report for the Commission's information and consideration in this case.

Respectfully Submitted,

DANA K. JOYCE

General Counsel

/s/ Cliff E. Snodgrass
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