-6-

-1-


BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT

OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

In the matter of the proposed
)


adoption of New Rules

)
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
I through VI pertaining

)
ON PROPOSED ADOPTION OF 
Inter-carrier Compensation
)
NEW RULES I - VI
TO:  All Concerned Persons

1.  On November 13 at 1:30 p.m. a public hearing will be held in the Bollinger Room, Public Service Commission (PSC) offices, 1701 Prospect Avenue, Helena, Montana, to consider the adoption of new Rules I through VI.
2.  The PSC will make reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities who wish to participate in this public hearing or need an alternative accessible format of this notice.  If you require an accommodation, contact the PSC no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, November 3 to advise us of the nature of the accommodation that you need.  Please contact Connie Jones, PSC Secretary, 1701 Prospect Avenue, P.O. Box 202601, Helena, Montana 59620-2601, telephone number (406) 444-6170, TTD number (406) 444-6199, fax number (406) 444-7618, e-mail conniej@state.mt.us.

3.  The proposed new rules provide as follows:

     RULE I  TYPES OF RECORDS TO BE MADE AVAILABLE


(1) “Transit record” is defined as telecommunications network transit traffic usage data and wireless telecommunications network transit traffic usage data pertaining to telecommunications traffic that an originating carrier delivers to a transiting carrier or carriers for delivery to a terminating carrier. 
(a) The term does not mean traffic carried by interlocal access transport area carriers or providers of intralocal access transport area toll services.
(b) Such network usage data must be compiled in accordance with current telecommunications industry guidelines and in compliance with current ordering and billing forum (OBF) standards.
(2) To the extent the information has been transmitted by the originating carrier to the transiting carrier, transit records shall enable terminating carriers to identify originating carriers and other call information by means of a category 11 type format records as defined in the EMR Bellcore Practice BR010-200-010, or a successor record adopted by the OBF, which enables a terminating carrier to identify each originating carrier’s operating company number (OCN), or carrier identification code (CIC), or other call detail information necessary to identify, measure and appropriately charge for traffic that terminates on terminating carriers’ networks. 

(3) To the extent the information has been transmitted by the originating carrier to the transiting carrier, category 11 type format records must provide terminating carriers with necessary call identification data such as: the(a) calling party number; (b) the called party number; (c) the date, time and duration of the call; (d) the billed to number; (e) the area code and number prefix, and related information associated with originating telecommunications traffic to enable the terminating carrier to identify, measure and appropriately charge the originating carrier for termination of local telecommunications service.


(4)
Any transiting carrier shall deliver telecommunications traffic to a terminating carrier by means of facilities that enable the terminating carriers to receive from the originating carrier any and all information that the originating carrier or the interlocal access transport area carrier or intralocal access transport area toll provider of nonlocal telecommunications traffic that enables the terminating carrier to identify, measure, and appropriately charge the originating carrier or the interlocal access transport area carrier or intralocal access transport area toll provider of nonlocal telecommunications traffic for the termination of its telecommunications traffic.
AUTH:  69-3-803, 69-3-815, MCA
HB 641, Chapter 423 Section 3


RULE II  COST OF THE TRANSIT RECORDS (1) The rate for the transit records shall be the transit record rate set forth in qwest corporation’s most recent Statement of Generally Available Terms on file with the commission or such other rate as the commission may establish.

(2)
Nothing in this rule precludes two carriers from mutually agreeing in writing to any other arrangement pertaining to recovery of costs associated with acquiring billing records from the transiting carrier or from the originating carrier.
AUTH:  69-3-803, 69-3-815, MCA
HB 641, Chapter 423 Section 3

RULE III  
PARTY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PAYMENT OF TRANSIT RECORDS TO THE TRANSITING CARRIER
(1)
A transiting carrier must pass to the terminating carrier, unaltered, all information the transiting carrier receives in the signaling stream of the call from the originating carrier.


(2)
Where a carrier requests transit records from a transiting carrier, the transiting carrier shall provide the transit records.

(3)
The requesting carrier shall pay the transiting carrier for the records provided.


(4)
Rates of compensation are as set forth in [RULE II].

AUTH:  69-3-803, 69-3-815, MCA
HB 641, Chapter 423 Section 3

RULE IV  AUDITS AND VERIFICATION
(1) A transiting carrier required to provide transit records to a terminating carrier upon request shall ensure that the terminating carrier can independently verify that the records provided by the transiting carrier to the terminating carrier reasonably account for all transit traffic as defined in [HB 641] that the transiting carrier delivers to the terminating carrier.
AUTH:  69-3-803, 69-3-815, MCA
HB 641, Chapter 423 Section 3

RULE V  RESPONSIBILITIES OF ORIGINATING CARRIER
(1) An originating carrier shall transmit to the terminating carrier or to the terminating carrier as part of the call transaction, information that permits the terminating carrier to:
(a) identify the originating carrier;

(b) measure the call (if appropriate); and
(c) charge the originating carrier for the termination of the call.

(2)
At a minimum, the call transaction information set forth in (1) must include:

(a) the originating carrier’s operating company number OCN or CIC or other call detail information necessary to identify the source of traffic that terminates on terminating carriers’ networks;
(b) the calling party number (CPN);
(c) the called party number;
(d) the date, time and duration of the call;
(e) the billed to number;
(f) the area code and number prefix;
(g) the jurisdictional identification parameter (JIP) or equivalent identifying parameter;
(h) related information associated with originating telecommunications traffic to enable the terminating carrier to identify, measure and appropriately charge the originating carrier for termination of local telecommunications service.
AUTH:  69-3-803, 69-3-815, MCA
HB 641, Chapter 423 Section 3

RULE VI  EXPEDITED RESOLUTION OF COMPLAINTS


(1) Complaints that are filed pursuant to this rule shall be designated as a complaint filed under the interconnection statutes, 47 USC Sections 251 and 252 and 69-3-831, 69-3-832,  69-3-833, 69-3-834, 69-3-835, 69-3-836, 69-3-837, 69-3-838 and 69-3-839, MCA, or as a complaint filed under [HB 641].


(2)
Where a complaint filed with the commission is designated a complaint filed under the relevant interconnection agreement statutes, the commission shall follow the procedures set forth in those statutes.


(3)
Complaints that are filed under HB 641 shall be expedited according to a procedural schedule that will be implemented on a case by case basis in accordance with commission rules.
AUTH:  69-3-803, 69-3-815, MCA
HB 641, Chapter 423 Section 3
4.  Rationale: Adoption of the new rules is necessary to implement legislation passed in the 2003 legislative session under House Bill 641.
5.  Concerned persons may submit their data, views, or arguments, either orally or in writing, at the hearing.  Written data, views, or arguments (original and 10 copies) may also be submitted to Legal Division, Public Service Commission, 1701 Prospect Avenue, P.O. Box 202601, Helena, Montana 59620-2601, and must be received no later than November 13, 2003, or may be submitted to the PSC through the PSC's web-based comment form at  http://psc.state.mt.us/ PublicComment/PublicComment.htm no later than November 13, 2003. (PLEASE NOTE: When filing comments pursuant to this notice please reference Docket No. L-03.8.2.-RUL)
6.  The PSC, a commissioner, or a duly appointed presiding officer will preside over and conduct the hearing.

7.  The Montana Consumer Counsel, 616 Helena Avenue, P.O. Box 201703, Helena, Montana 59620-1703, phone (406) 444-2771, is available and may be contacted to represent consumer interests in this matter.

8.  The PSC maintains a list of persons who wish to receive notices of rulemaking actions proposed by the PSC.  Persons who wish to have their name added to the list shall make a written request which includes the name and mailing address of the person to receive notices; and specifies that the person wishes to receive notices regarding: electric utilities, providers, and suppliers; natural gas utilities, providers and suppliers; telecommunications utilities and carriers; water and sewer utilities; common carrier pipelines, motor carriers, rail carriers, and administrative procedures.  Such written request may be mailed or delivered to Public Service Commission, Legal Division, 1701 Prospect Avenue, P.O. Box 202601, Helena, Montana 59620-2601, faxed to Connie Jones at (406) 444-7618, e-mailed to conniej@state.mt.us, or may be made by completing a request form at any rules hearing held by the PSC.

9.  The bill sponsor notice requirements of 2-4-302, MCA, apply and have been fulfilled.
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__________________________, 
Bob Rowe, Chairman

Public Service Commission
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___________________________

Reviewed By: Robin McHugh
CERTIFIED TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE SEPTEMBER 15, 2003.
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