BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Laclede Gas Company’s Verified
)

 

Application for Extension, with Modifications,
)


of its Authority to Issue and Sell First Mortgage
)

Bonds, Unsecured Debt and Authorized but
)
Case No. GF-2004-0025

Unissued Common Stock in a Total Amount Not to
)


Exceed $270 Million, Pursuant to a Universal 

)

Shelf Registration Statement
)

LACLEDE GAS COMPANY’S MOTION TO EXTEND OR

ESTABLISH DATE FOR STAFF TO FILE ITS RECOMMENDATION 


COMES NOW Laclede Gas Company (“Laclede” or “Company”), and files its Motion to Extend or Establish Date for Staff to File its Recommendation, and in support thereof, states as follows:

1. On July 9, 2003, Laclede filed an application requesting a three-year extension, with modifications, of its authority to issue and sell $270 Million in long-term debt and equity.  Laclede application contained a motion for expedited treatment seeking a Commission decision prior to the September 1, 2003 expiration of Laclede’s authority.  

2. On July 11, the Commission issued an Order directing Staff to respond to the motion for expedited treatment.  On July 18, Staff filed its Response, asking that it be given until September 8, 2003, to file its recommendation.  On July 24, Laclede filed a Reply to Staff’s Response.  In the Reply, Laclede suggested that the Commission could resolve the timing issue by extending the current authorization.  Staff made a filing on August 12, recommending, with certain conditions, that Laclede’s current authorization be extended to October 31, 2003.

3.   On August 19, 2003, the Commission issued it Order extending Laclede’s authority to issue long-term debt and equity to October 31, 2003.  The Order did not specify a date for Staff to file its recommendation.  However, Staff’s representation that it would file such recommendation by September 8 is still outstanding.

4. During these proceedings, Laclede and Staff have participated in discussions in an effort to reach an accord on the terms upon which Staff would recommend approval of Laclede’s application.  At this time, Laclede believes it would be useful to continue such discussions in advance of Staff filing its recommendation.  Accordingly, Laclede suggests that establishing this Friday, September 12, 2003, as the date for Staff to file its recommendation would be most beneficial.  Laclede avers that neither the Commission nor any other party would be prejudiced by establishing this date for Staff to its recommendation.  Laclede has discussed this matter with Staff and represents that Staff has concurred with this suggestion. 

WHEREFORE, Laclede respectfully requests that the Commission establish September 12, 2003 as the date for Staff to file its recommendation in this case. 
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Certificate of Service

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Motion was served on the General Counsel of the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and the Office of the Public Counsel on this 8th day of September 2003 by hand-delivery, email, fax, or by placing a copy of such document, postage prepaid, in the United States mail.
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