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In the Matter of the Petition of the North
American Numbering Plan Administrator,
on behalf of the Missouri
Telecommunications Industry, for
Approval of NPA Relief Plan for the 314
and 816 Area Codes .

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Case No. TO-2000-374

FIL
DEC 2 0 2000

Mis,ouri PublicSarvice Commission

TECHNICAL AND PLANNING COMMITTEE STATUS REPORT ON NUMBER POOLING
IN THE 816 NPA

COMES NOW the Staff ("Staff") of the Missouri Public Service Commission

("Commission") and on behalf of the 816 Technical and Planning Committee submits the

following report :

I .

	

In its October 24, 2000, Report and Order, the Commission ordered that a

technical and planning committee be established to file various plans, schedules, and reports

including, "A status report or survey regarding the required but incomplete industry preparations

and their status for thousands-block number pooling in the 314 NPA. . .land] in the 816 NPA."

On November 14, 2000, a technical and planning committee conference call was held to discuss

the status report/survey . It was decided that Staff would send a letter to all code holders in

Missouri requesting the status of required but incomplete preparations for that particular code

holder.

	

Staff sent approximately 200 letters to all carriers and code holders in Missouri

requesting a carrier-specific status report by November 30, 2000 . Seventy responses were

received .

	

Following is a summary of those responses .

	

(Where applicable, information is

segregated by NPA).



2.

	

There are two versions of software that can facilitate number pooling in the

Number Portability Administration Center (NPAC) : software version 1 .4 and software version

3 .0 . It was noted that version 3 .0 is much more efficient than version 1 .4 ; however, release of

version 3 .0 has been delayed due to software and hardware problems . New, regional,

implementation schedules have been proposed ranging from January 15, 2001 to March 5, 2001 .

Current implementation to version 1 .4 would require a manual migration to version 3 .0 once

available .

3 .

	

Additional software upgrades are designed to support Efficient Data

Representation, or EDR, for the Operational Support Systems (OSSs), support additional service

order functionality for wire center determination, enhance database management to prevent

possible dual assignment of telephone numbers, provide additional support of mechanized

trouble reporting systems, and provide mechanized processes for the identification of donated

and pooled telephone number blocks in a number pooling environment . Software upgrades will

also be required to the Service Provider's Local Service Management System .

4 .

	

In order to support the pooling effort and software upgrades, carriers will need to

upgrade and provide training for all systems, network elements, work groups, methods and

procedures . Most respondents indicated a third quarter 2001 ready date in anticipation of the

FCC's projections for national pooling.

5 .

	

In the 816 NPA, eight of the 11 carriers/code holders responded that they have the

capability for Local Number Portability (LNP) and will be prepared for thousands block pooling

in accordance to federal and/or state mandates upon implementation . Three carriers/codeholders

do not currently own codes but will be ready for pooling when operational .

	

Of these

carriers/code holders, one stated that it will have approximately 34,000 numbers in the 816 NPA



and another stated it will have approximately 54,000 numbers across both NPAs to donate back

to the pool.

6 .

	

Five carriers/code holders are wireless carriers . Pursuant to Cellular

Telecommunications Industry Association's Petition for Forbearance From Commercial Mobile

Radio Services Number Portability Obligations and Telephone Number Portability,

Memorandum Opinion and Order, 14 FCC Rcd 3092, 3116 (1999), wireless carriers are not

required to be LNP capable until November, 2002 and, therefore, will not be able to participate

in thousands block pooling until after that date .

7 .

	

Five companies are small rural companies exempt from pooling at this time

because they are not LNP capable. Pursuant to the Federal Communications Commission's July

20, 2000 Order, Release Number DA 00-161, CC Docket No. 99-200, CC Docket No. 96-98,

NSD File No. L-99-90, small rural companies are exempt from LNP requirements until they

have received a "bona fide request" for LNP.

8 .

	

Three companies indicated that they do not provide voice service in Missouri and,

therefore, do not have the provisioning for pooling .

9 .

	

Five companies stated that as a reseller, numbers are not owned but purchased

from the incumbent so pooling is not applicable .

10 .

	

One company identified the following readiness issues that will need to be

addressed over the next several months .

"

	

Preparing the switch to handle thousand-block pooling will take 120 man hours,

or a minimum of three months .

" Implementing thousands-block pooling will create issues relating to the

emergency 911 system .



" Modifying the billing system software to handle thousands-block pooling will

take at least 12 months .

11 .

	

Finally, 40 companies indicated they do not own codes within the 314 or 816 area

code so number pooling does not apply at this time .

12 .

	

Staff has maintained a file of all the letters received to date if the Commission

desires supporting documentation.

13 .

	

OnDecember 15, 2000, a technical and planning committee conference call was

held to review and finalize this report .

Respectfully submitted,
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