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EPA settlement raises questions about coal
ash in Missouri

By JEFFREYTOMICHjtomich@post-dispakh.com>31+340-8320 4
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TheownerofaJeffersonCountybusinessmacheda

settlementwithregulatorsrequiringtherepairof
environmentaldamageatasitewhere34o,oootonsof
AmerenMissouriconlashwasdamped.

TheEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyclaitnsananthoried
disposalofash,whicheontainsharmfulunetalsuchasarsenic,

chromiumandselenium,fouledwetlands,atributaryto
PlattinCreekandpartofWillers I.ake inJeffersonCounty.
AlloftheashcamefromAmeren'sRushislandplantjusta
coupleofmilesaway.

ThesettlementannouncedThursdayrequireatheownerof

thesite,ItotaryDrillingSupply1nc,toplaceaprotectivecap
overstill-existingashpilestopreventrunoff;takeother
short-andlong-termmeasurestopreventfurthermigration
ofpollutants;andrestoreimpactedwetlands.Theeompany

mustaubmitplanswithinanonthofthesettlementbeing
finalized.

EnvirontnentaladvocatesbelievethesiteinJeffersonCounty
isjustoneofmanyspotsacrossMissouriwherethe
placementofcoalash,thewasteproducedwhencoalis
burnedtopmduceelectricity,haafouledgroundandsurface

waters.

TheSierraClubandothergroupsabosajlaxregulationsm
theShow-Mestate,whichgiveutílitieswidelatitudetorense

coalwaste,aretoblaine.

"It'saloopholethatneedstobefixed,"saidJohnHickey,
directoroftheMissourichapterofthesierraClub,whieblast

weckurgedthestatetorequiregroundwatermonitoring
arounderistingashpondsatutilitypowerplants.
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Amerenrecyclestensoftbousandsoftonsofashfromits
Labadieplanteachyeartomakeconetetemixsoldatlocal
homeknprovementstores.Buttheutilityandother
companiesinMissourialsohavebeengrantedbroad

exemptionstomeashforotherpurposesthatarelightly
regulated,ifatall.

Thoseincludethetrialuseofcoalashasminefillat
MississippiLimeCo.nearSte.Genevieveearlierthisyear.

The MissouriDepartmentofNatural Resourcesgranted
Amerenanexemptionfromsolidwaste lansinigg8and
againin2oottoisecoalwastefromanyofitspowerplants
acrossthestateasstructuralfill,forroadbaseconstruction

andsoilstabilization.

AccordingtorecordsohtainedthroughaSunshinelaw

requestfromthePost-Dispatch,theDNRsuspended
Ameren's"beneficialuse*exemptionlastsummerin

connectionwithanallegedviolationintheRotaryDrilling

case.

A DNR.spokeswomandidn'trespondtoquest.ionsabontthe
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exemptionThursdayafternoon,andAmemndidn'tanswer
whenaskedifthesuspensionwaastillineffect.

TheJeffersonCountyashdisposalcasewasreferredtethe

EPAby the Armycorps of Engineersin 201o for
investigation.
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SamplingoftheconlashpilesatthesiteandthePlattincreektributaryin2outindicatedhighlevels

ofpollutantsweremigratingintothecmekandiosexesofnearbynetlands.
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-e 1 LawrenceFlorist
RotaryDrilling,Amerenandtheothercompaniesgotnoticesofviolationfromthe EPAandthe
MissomiDeparbnentofNaturalResources,accordingteEPAspokesmanDavidBryanandDNR

recordsobtained throughaSunshinelawrequest. BommaritoMazda South

ThesettlementannouncedThursdaynames only Rotary Drilling. But there isa separateagreement
between thecompanyandtheothertheepartiesto share responsibilityfor the sitecleanup, Bryan

said.Termsofthatagreementaren'tpublicly available.
DEALS, OFFEREAND EVENTS

Ina statement,AmerenMissourisaid it"hasnopart"in the rernediationprojectandhas"no
obligations*nndertheaettlement.TheutilityalsosaidRotaryDrilling wasmsponslbleforapplying
for all necessarypermitsand authorizationsrelatingto the project, includingthe use ofcoal ashas

fillmaterial."

AdamBreeze,anattorneyforRotaryDrilling,declinedtoelaborateonthesettlement,whichis .

subjecttoa304ycommentperiod.Buthesaidhisclientwasusingtheashtoleveltheproperty
. .

for possible future development. """'" '"
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RepresentativesofKleinschmidtTruckingandMineralResourcesTechnologiescouldn'the

reachedlateThorsday. .e rad
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