BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Request of

)

KMB Utility Corporation for a Rate
)

Increase Pursuant to the


)
Case No. SR-2003-0442

Commission’s Small Company 

)
Tariff No. YS-2003-1817

Rate Increase Procedures


)

STATEMENT OF THE OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL REGARDING PROPOSED RATE INCREASE

COMES NOW, the Office of the Public Counsel, pursuant to former 4 CSR 240-2.200, now 4 CSR 240-3.330, and provides the following information to the Commission regarding the proposed rate increases in this matter.  Public Counsel has been somewhat restricted in performing it statutory function in this matter because the Company delayed sending out its notice regarding rates until April 11, 2003.  For this reason, Public Counsel could not be sure that all customer responses had been received until 5 p.m., May 1, 2003, which was Friday. (Public Counsel regularly receives comments from customers via mail, telephone, Fax and e-mail.)  Therefore, no response could be made to the proposed agreement until today. 

Pursuant to 4 CSR 240-3.330.1(E), Public Counsel has determined that the conditions attached to this rate increase by the Staff and agreed to by the Company are appropriate, and reduce concerns that Public Counsel has had for this company on a going-forward basis. Therefore, Public Counsel does not object to the proposed rate increase.  However, Public Counsel is also, by this filing, presenting letters received from customers since the second rate notice was mailed to customers.
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