BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

The Staff of the Missouri Public


)


Service Commission,




)








)




Complainant,


)








)

v.






)
Case No. EC-2002-1025








)

Union Electric Company, d/b/a


)

AmerenUE,





)








)




Respondent.


)

Motion for Protective Order

Comes now the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and respectfully requests the Missouri Public Service Commission (Commission) to issue a Protective Order in this proceeding.  In support of this Motion, the Staff states as follows:


1.
Concurrently with this Motion, and pursuant to Section 7.f.vi. of the Stipulation And Agreement filed on July 12, 1996 in Case No. EM-96-149, approved by the Commission in a Report And Order issued on February 21, 1997, Staff is filing a Complaint.  Among other things, this Stipulation And Agreement provides for the Staff to file a complaint with the Commission if the Staff believes that the operating results of Union Electric Company (UE), d/b/a AmerenUE, have been manipulated to reduce amounts to be shared with customers pursuant an experimental alternative regulation plan.  

2.
In support of its Complaint, and also concurrently with this Motion, Staff is filing its prepared direct testimony and schedules respecting areas of disagreement with UE.  This prepared direct testimony contains references to information that is asserted by UE to be either (a) “proprietary” in that the information contains trade secrets, as well as confidential or private technical, financial, and business information; or (b) “highly confidential” in that it concerns customer-specific information, accounting and financial information that is not available to the general public.  

3.
Moreover, the Staff may request additional data as part of this proceeding, and based upon its prior experience, Staff believes UE may claim that information to be provided in response should not be made public because it is either proprietary or highly confidential.

4.
The information noted in the preceding paragraph may be discussed in subsequent filings, testimony or hearings before the Commission and would become publicly available through those filings, testimony, or hearings without a Protective Order in place.  Staff anticipates that UE will allege that the public disclosure of this information will harm UE’s business interests.

5.
Staff anticipates UE will allege that the information subject to the proposed Protective Order will not be found in any publicly available document.

Wherefore, pursuant to 4 CSR 240-2.085, the undersigned respectfully requests that the Commission issue its standard Protective Order in this proceeding which delineates both Highly Confidential and Proprietary categories so that the Commission, the Staff, the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and entities that seek and are granted intervention will treat in an appropriate manner the information relied upon by Staff in its initial prepared direct testimony and schedules and any additional information in this proceeding asserted by UE to be similarly Proprietary or Highly Confidential.  

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Steven Dottheim
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