BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF MISSOURI  

In The Matter Of An Investigation into the
 
)

Provisioning of Expanded Local Calling Areas
)
Case No. TO-2003-0297

In the Rural Areas of Missouri.


)


MOTION TO ESTABLISH ON THE RECORD CONFERENCE


The Office of the Public Counsel asks the Missouri Public Service Commission to schedule and hold a joint conference for cases TO-2003-0297 and TO-2001-391where the Commissioners, the regulatory law judge and the attorneys and technical representatives of parties can explore the future direction these cases should take.  An on-the-record open discussion between the Commissioners and the parties can be helpful in structuring the next step in examining expanded calling scopes, including closing the door on Commission involvement, if that is the Commission’s preference.  The parties have reached a point where there will be no further progress unless the Commission becomes a prime mover in securing expanded calling scope efforts, especially in rural areas.  By the same token, Public Counsel will continue to ask the Commission to act on expanded calling scopes unless and until the Commission clearly states that it will abstain from involvement and will rely upon the competitive marketplace to provide that calling scope.


Therefore, Public Counsel asks the Commission to activate case TO-2003-0297 by taking the following actions:

(1) Issue notice of the institution of the case to interested parties, including the municipalities and counties that contained former petitioning exchanges for Community Optional Service routes;

(2) Establish a reasonable intervention deadline for the case for interested parties; 

(3) Establish a joint on-the-record discussion for cases TO-2003-0297 and TO-2001-391 on or about the weeks of September 8-20, 2003 or such other time as the Commission finds appropriate;  

(4) Allow any party to submit proposed discussion session agenda items/topics to the Commission so that the Commission can distribute an agenda using some of the proposed topics as it deems appropriate; and

(5) Such other necessary and appropriate action the Commission finds necessary to provide notice of and conduct such on-the-record discussions.
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