BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
The Staff of the Missouri Public Service 

)

Commission, 




)








)





Complainant,
)








)

v.






)
Case No. TC-2004-0382








)

Southwest Communications, Inc.,


)








)






Respondent.
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING OF

PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

On February 10, 2004, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a complaint against Southwest Communications, Inc.  In its complaint, Staff avers that Southwest Communications, Inc., failed to file its 2002 annual report with the Commission.  Staff seeks a Commission order directing Staff to bring a penalty action against the Company.  The Commission issued its Notice of Complaint on February 17, 2004, and the Company filed an Answer and Notice of Satisfaction on March 17. 

In its answer, Southwest states that it filed its 2002 and 2003 annual reports on February 24, 2004.  The Company states that it filed its 2002 annual report out of time because, 

[I]n the calendar year 2003, [the Company] received authorization to do business in no less than 25 states.  Because of the overwhelming amount of paperwork accompanying the establishment of this new area, Southwest Communications erroneously failed to file its 2002 annual report with the Commission.

The Company emphasizes that this was not an attempt to subvert the Commission’s authority, but simply an oversight.

The Commission will require that the parties file a jointly proposed procedural schedule in this matter.  The proposed procedural schedule shall establish dates for the filing of testimony, a list of the issues to be determined by the Commission and statements by the parties of their position on each such issue.  The proposed procedural schedule shall also establish dates for the hearing of this matter and shall include a date for the filing of a list of the witnesses to be called on each day of hearing, the order in which they shall appear and the order of cross-examination agreed upon by the parties.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the parties to this matter shall jointly file a proposed procedural schedule in this matter no later than May 7, 2004.

2. That this order shall become effective on April 14, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Kennard L. Jones, Regulatory Law Judge, 

by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 14th day of April, 2004.
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