BEFORE THE MISSOURI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
In the Matter of Union Electric Company

)

d/b/a AmerenUE for Authority to File

)


Tariffs Increasing Rates for Natural Gas

)
Case No. GR-2007-0003
Provided to Customers in the Company’s

)
Missouri Service Area.



)
MISSOURI SCHOOL BOARDS’ ASSOCIATION 
APPLICATION TO INTERVENE 


Comes Now the Missouri School Boards’ Association ( hereinafter “MSBA”), by and through counsel, Hendren Andrae, LLC, Richard S. Brownlee, III, and pursuant to 4 CSR 240.2-070, files its Application to Intervene in the above referenced matter.  In support of its Application, the MSBA states the following:

1.
On July 7, 2006 Union Electric Company d/b/a AmerenUE (hereinafter “AmerenUE”) filed tariffs designed to increase natural gas rates by approximately $10.8 million dollars for Missouri jurisdictional customers.  
2.
MSBA is a 501(c)(6) not for profit corporation representing 524 elementary and secondary schools in the State of Missouri as a trade association.  Many of the schools, particularly those located in the Columbia, Jefferson City and Cape Girardeau school districts, are customers of AmerenUE and are negatively affected by this filing in that the proposed tariff will significantly increase natural gas costs to the schools.

3.
MSBA and CSD (Cooperating School Districts of St. Louis) have organized a purchasing cooperative denominated MOPURC (Missouri Purchasing Resource Center) which is the authorized purchasing agent for 120 school natural gas accounts which purchase natural gas on the open market and which is delivered by AmerenUE to the various schools and school districts in Missouri under its tariff.
4. At this time, MSBA intends to focus its intervention on whether the tariff filing herein complies with the incremental cost-based rate design for aggregation and balancing as mandated by the provisions of Section 393.310 RSMo., as to whether “…the resale of such natural gas supplies, including related transportation service costs, to the eligible school entities at the gas corporation’s cost of purchasing of such gas supplies and transportation, plus all applicable distribution costs, plus an aggregation and balancing fee to be determined by the commission, not to exceed four-tenths of one cent per therm delivered during the first year;…”.  
5. By Order dated July 11, 2006, the Commission issued its Order Directing Notice, Suspending Tariff, Setting Hearings and Directing Filings requesting interventions be filed by August 1, 2006. MSBA did not learn of the existence of the filing within time to intervene under the Order.  For good cause being shown and with the agreement of counsel for AmerenUE to permit the intervention, MSBA requests an Order Granting Intervention out of time.
6. MSBA’s interest in this proceeding is unique and different from the public in general.
7. MSBA’s requested intervention would serve the public interest.

8. MSBA has been granted intervenor status in similar filings by other utilities and has actively participated in those proceedings.
WHEREFORE, the Missouri School Boards’ Association requests that it be granted intervention in the above referenced matter.






Respectfully submitted,







HENDREN ANDRAE, LLC






__________________________________







Richard S. Brownlee, III, #22422







221 Bolivar Street, Suite 300

P.O. Box 1069







Jefferson City, MO  65102







573) 636-8135







573) 636-4905 (Facsimile)







ATTORNEYS FOR INTERVENOR

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that on the __30____ day of __August_______, 2006, the original of the foregoing was hand delivered or sent via 1st class, postage paid, U.S. Mail to:

Steven R. Sullivan 




Thomas M. Byrne

AmerenUE Services Company


AmerenUE

PO Box 66149 (MC1300)



PO Box 66149 (MC1310)

St. Louis, MO 63166-6149



St. Louis, MO 63166-6149

James B. Lowery




Louie R. Ervin

Smith Lewis, LLP




Latham & Associates

PO Box 918





150 First Avenue NE, Ste. 300

Columbia, MO 65202-0918



Cedar Rapids, IA 52401

Lewis R. Mills, Jr.

General Counsel Office
Missouri Office of Public Counsel

MO Public Service Commission

PO Box 2230

P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102-2230

Jefferson City MO 65102

Todd H. Iveson
Joseph P. Bindebeutel



MO Department of Natural Resources 

MO Department of Natural Resources

PO Box 899





PO Box 899

Jefferson City, MO 65102



Jefferson City, MO 65102

Douglas Micheel

State of Missouri





PO Box 899

Jefferson City, MO 65102
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Richard S. Brownlee, III
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