BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

STATE OF MISSOURI  

In The Matter Of An Investigation into the
 
)

Provisioning of Expanded Local Calling Areas
)
Case No. TO-2003-0297

In the Rural Areas of Missouri.


)


RESPONSE TO ORDER DIRECTING FILING

The Office of the Public Counsel asks the Commission to refrain from closing this case because a final resolution of the relief sought has not been accomplished.

1.
On February 25, 2003, Public Counsel filed a motion to establish local calling plans for rural areas of Missouri.  The motion discussed the recent history of expanded calling, the legal basis for expanded calling, the need for it in rural areas and a proposed prototype plan for the PSC’s consideration.

2.
In March 2004, the Commission established a Task Force in TW-2004-0471 to investigate the MCA and calling scopes.  The outcome of the Task Force was a proposal for a rule and a process for PSC consideration of proposed modifications to the MCA and the establishment of expanded calling plans.  The Commission has prepared a draft rule based upon the Task Force Report and Recommendations and initiated a rulemaking case TX-2005-0194.

3.
Public Counsel in its Motion asked for relief to investigate the need for expanded calling plans in rural areas, identify specific communities that need these plans and to establish a “procedure for the creation of these plans,” and develop specific plans for expanded calling.

4.
The Commission’s proposed rule goes far to initiate the relief sought by Public Counsel.  The procedure in the proposed rule provides a reasonable vehicle for communities to commence a process to investigate, consider and establish expanded local calling with timetables for action.

5.
Public Counsel hopes that the Commission will refrain from dismissing this case until such time as a final rule is in effect.  Public Counsel does not believe it should consent to a dismissal because it feels that it has a “covenant” with Missouri rural customers to obtain for them a meaningful opportunity to be heard on expanded calling.  Public Counsel does not believe that covenant is fulfilled until such time as a final rule is published to establish a process for petitioning for relief and these communities that have worked years to be heard on their requests for expanded calling have had its expanded calling concerns heard and considered by the Commission.

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel asks the Commission to not dismiss this case, but rather stay action pending a final rulemaking and action on the expanded calling requests by Greenwood, Lexington, Ozark, Rockaway Beach and expansion of the St. Louis MCA.
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