BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of LCR


)

Telecommunications, L.L.C. for a Certificate of

)
Service Authority to Provide Interexchange

)
Case No. TA-2002-412
Telecommunications Services and to Classify

)

Such Services and the Company as Competitive.
)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE AND DIRECTING

FILING OF PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

On March 7, 2002, LCR Telecommunications, L.L.C., filed an application for a  certificate of service authority to provide interexchange telecommunications services.  Applicant also filed a proposed tariff with an effective date of April 20, 2002.  On March 18, 2002, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a request for an evidentiary hearing, under Section 392.450, RSMo 2000, to establish whether or not the Applicant meets the statutory standards and should be certificated in Missouri.  The Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed its recommendation on April 4, 2002.  Staff suggested that the application for a certificate be granted.  LCR Telecommunications did not file a response to either Public Counsel’s request for hearing or Staff’s recommendation.

On April 18, 2002, the Commission issued an order that, among other things, suspended the tariff until August 18, 2002, or until otherwise ordered by the Commission.  The Commission also directed LCR Telecommunications to file a response to the concerns noted in Public Counsel’s March 18, 2002, filing.

LCR Telecommunications filed its response on May 10, 2002.  LCR Telecommunications suggests that the Commission should deny Public Counsel’s request for an evidentiary hearing and should instead grant the application, as recommended by Staff.  Public Counsel filed its reply on May 16, 2002, renewing its request for an evidentiary hearing.

The Commission determines that a prehearing conference should be scheduled to afford the parties the opportunity to discuss, define, and possibly resolve the issues presented in this case, or at least to agree on a procedural schedule.  The Commission will also set a date for the filing of a proposed procedural schedule in order to ensure that this case progresses in a timely manner.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That a prehearing conference will be held on June 3, 2002, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference will be held in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans With Disabilities Act.  If any person needs additional accommodations to participate in this prehearing, please call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the date of the prehearing conference.

2. That the parties shall file a proposed procedural schedule no later than June 7, 2002.

3. That this order shall become effective on June 1, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 22nd day of May, 2002.
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