BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Investigation of the Status of Prepaid Local Service Providers as Alternative Local Exchange Competitors Under Section 392.245, RSMo
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MOTION OF THE OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL

TO EXPAND SCOPE OF CASE

COMES NOW the Office of the Public Counsel (Public Counsel) and respectfully requests the Missouri Public Service Commission to broaden the scope of this case to include consideration of the status of all types of resellers of local service as alternative local exchange competitors under Section 352.245, RSMo. 

Public Counsel makes this motion as a result of the issues raised by the Staff of the Commission in two other proceedings.  In Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, Complainant, vs. BPS Telephone Company, Respondent, Case No. TC-2002-1076 and In the Matter of the Notice of Election of Alltel Missouri, Inc. to be Price Cap Regulated under Section 392.245, RSMo. 2000, Case No. IO-2002-1083, the Staff raised the issue of whether any reseller of local basic service qualifies as an alternative local exchange competitor so that the incumbent company can elect price cap status under Section 392.245, RSMo.  

Public Counsel’s motion filed May 16, 2002 only sought an investigation of the status of prepaid local service providers.  Although Public Counsel does not agree with Staff’s position concerning whether the operation of resellers other than prepaid can trigger the price cap election, Public Counsel is willing to have this issue explored in this case.  It may preserve the Commission’s and all parties’ times, efforts and expenses and improve efficiency of the PSC’s docket to have these issues examined in the same case.

WHEREFORE, Public Counsel asks the Commission to expand the scope of the case.
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