Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Application of Missouri RSA No. 7 Limited Partnership d/b/a Mid-Missouri Cellular for Designation as a Telecommunications Carrier Eligible for Federal Universal Service Support Pursuant to Section 254 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.
	)))))))


	Case No. TO-2003-0531

	
	
	


OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC COUNSEL'S STATEMENT OF POSITION

Mid-Missouri Cellular seeks designation by the Commission as an eligible telecommunications carrier (“ETC”), eligible to receive Federal universal service support.  Before designating an additional ETC for an area served by a rural telephone company, the Commission must find that the designation is in the public interest pursuant to Section 214 of the Telecommunications Act and Section 54.201(c) of the FCC’s Rules.  Is granting ETC status to Mid-Missouri Cellular in the areas served by the rural telephone companies in the public interest?


OPC:

The Office of the Public Counsel does not take a position on this issue at this time, but reserves its right to present its position at the conclusion of the hearing in briefs and argument to the Commission based upon all the evidence in the record and the relevant law.
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