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January 11, 2005

Honorable Fred W. Cravens

Mayor, City of Rockaway Beach

P. O. Box 315

Rockaway Beach, MO  65740

Dear Mayor Cravens:

As discussed in the conference call on December 16, 2004, I am enclosing a summary of the options that were discussed for an expanded calling plan for Rockaway Beach and the Branson area.  Once again, they are not etched in stone, but it is in everyone’s best interest to have a calling plan “on the table” for discussion that can meet the community’s calling needs and yet be able to garner the necessary support throughout the effected area.

To that end, here are the options that appeared to gain a consensus acceptance from those from your community on the conference call.

Option 1




Plan Description:
Create calling plan to allow toll free calling between Rockaway Beach and Branson on a two-way basis.

Rate/Terms of Service:  This would allow callers in Rockaway Beach to call and receive calls, toll free, from Branson exchanges for a monthly fee of $6.50 with unlimited calling.  This is in addition to existing local service rates.


Optional or Mandatory:  Optional service  - only subscribers in Rockaway Beach exchange are eligible for plan.

Intercompany Compensation:  Bill and Keep.  The company that offers this expanded calling plan will bill its own subscribers and keep all revenues from that service without payment of access fees.

Option 2

Plan Description: Create calling plan to allow toll free calling between the communities of Rockaway Beach, Forsythe, Kimberling City, and Reed Springs with calling from those areas to Branson.

Rate/Terms of Service:  This would allow callers in these communities to call within these communities for a monthly fee of $6.50 with unlimited calling on a two-way basis.  Subscribers could also call Branson on a two-way basis so that calls to subscribers from Branson are toll free.

Optional/Mandatory: Optional within Rockaway Beach, Forsythe, Kimberling City, and Reed Springs.  Not available for Branson.

Intercompany Compensation: Bill and Keep.  The company that offers this expanded calling plan will bill its own subscribers and keep all revenues from that service without payment of access fees.

Option 3

Same as Option 2, but

(1) Mandatory for Rockaway, Forsythe, Kimberling City, Reed Spring, and Branson.

(2) $3.00 month for two-way expanded calling in addition to present local rate.


Please advise me which of these options you would like your community to recommend to the Commission for evaluation by CenturyTel, the Staff, and any other interested party, or if you have any other suggestions regarding rate and the calling footprint.

The Office of the Public Counsel has tried to accommodate the ratepayers in communities like yours by presenting their expanded calling demands and needs to the PSC with an eye toward and to obtain a forum so that their concerns can be heard.  However, Public Counsel has a duty to represent the public as a whole in matters before the Public Service Commission (Section 386.710, RSMo 2000) rather than represent the specific interests of a group of customers in a certain area.  Public Counsel’s participation does not equate to the representation of the 

petitioning ratepayers in that Public Counsel’s final position is dependent on the details of the expansion and the impact to ratepayers and the public as a whole.  Your community may wish to participate in the conference by representatives or counsel to represent the specific interests of your area. 

Very truly yours,

Michael F. Dandino

Senior Public Counsel

MFD:kh

cc:
CenturyTel: Arthur Martinez, Becky Powell, Larry Dority


Staff: Bill Voight, Marc Poston, John Van Eschen
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