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	REC-1

(§3.13)
	
	Should the ICA provide that when LEVEL 3 is the recording Company, it will provide usage detail according to MECAB standards?
	3.13  When LEVEL 3 is the Recording Company, LEVEL 3 will provide its recorded billable messages detail and access usage record detail data to SBC-13STATE under the terms and conditions of this Appendix.
	Level 3’s position is that there is no need to have MECAB/MECOD as the exclusive billing/recording language.  Level 3 proposes that in light of anticipated reforms to the access charge system, that the parties include language that permits them to discuss mutually agreeable ways of exchanging the same data, but in formats or by means that might make more sense once these reforms take effect.
	The terms and conditions of this Appendix require that recorded billable messages detail and access usage record detail data be provided as set forth in the MECAB document. The MECAB industry document is used throughout the industry for Meet Point Billing (MPB) of jointly provided IXC switched access services.  More specifically, MECAB requires the exchange of Access Usage Records (AURs).  The AUR is the industry standard format for providing usage measurement information used to bill IXCs.  The protocols and format that these AURs adhere to are necessary to ensure that each company's billing systems can correctly interpret the information.  Accepting a different method, especially for just one CLEC, would place undue burden and cost on SBC-13State when a proven method currently exists.

	REC-2

(§ 4.1  )
	
	Should the ICA require LEVEL 3 to provide Access Usage Records in accordance with MECAB standards in all instances, or should it provide for the use of alternatives in some circumstances?
	4.1 SBC-13STATE as the Recording Company, agrees to provide recording, assembly and editing, message processing and provision of message detail for Access Usage Records (AURs) ordered/required by LEVEL 3 in accordance with this Appendix on a reciprocal, no-charge basis.  LEVEL 3, as the Recording Company, agrees to provide to the extent that LEVEL 3 has deployed systems supporting AUR any and all those Access Usage Records (AURs) required by SBC-13STATE on a reciprocal, no-charge basis. To the extent LEVEL 3 is unable to provide AURs the Parties agree to explore additional options for recording, assembling and editing of message detail records necessary to accurate billing of traffic.  The Parties agree that this to reciprocally exchange mutual exchange of records at no charge to either Party shall otherwise be conducted and according to the guidelines and specifications contained in the Multiple Exchange Carrier Access Billing (MECAB) document. 
4.1.1 Where Level 3 is unable to provide AUR, such as with IP enabled traffic, Level 3 will provide Call Records (as defined in this Agreement) at intervals to assure SBC of accurate billing.  At a minimum, Level 3 will provide Call Records on a monthly basis reflecting all traffic exchanged between the parties, for the exchange of intercarrier compensation.

	Level 3 can provide this information; it is just a formatting issue.  Level 3 wants to be able to discuss whether and how the parties can share the information and have the option of sharing the information in a different format.  SBC only bills in EMI category 11 records.
	Access Usage Records (AURs) is the industry standard for providing usage measurement information used to bill IXCs.  An AUR contains information such as service feature group, duration, and time of day.  The protocols and format that the AURs adhere to are necessary to ensure that each company’s network and systems can correctly read and interpret this information.  To request that SBC-13STATE accept a different method would place undue burden and cost on SBC-13STATE when a proven method currently exists and is adhered to at an industry level.
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