BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Request from the Customers in the

)

Rockaway Beach Exchange for an Expanded Calling

)
Case No. TO-2003-0257
Scope to Make Toll-Free Calls to Branson.



)

PUBLIC COUNSEL’S SUPPLEMENTAL PLEADING REGARDING ROCKAWAY BEACH EXPANDED CALLING PLAN PROCESS
In Response to the Commission’s Order of March 24, 2005 directing Public Counsel to provide various information about the proposed process it outlined in a prior pleading, Public Counsel states as follows:


1.
“Public Counsel shall provide a list of all carriers potentially affected by this request [Public Counsel’s application]….”   To avoid inadvertently overlooking or omitting a carrier, Public Counsel suggests that the Commission issue a notice of the filing of the petition for expanded local calling similar to that issued in the four MCA expansion or modification cases (Case Nos. TO-2005-0141, TO-2005-0142, TO-2005-0143, and TO-2005-0144) and similar to that used by the Commission when it initiates an investigation case. Notice can be provided via the PSC’s website in a conspicuous place that would reasonably alert any potential interested carrier.  In addition, all IXCs that have advised the LECs in those exchanges that they are available for interlata and intralata equal access selection by the customers in those exchanges should be notified, whether by a PSC website notice directed to carriers in those specific exchanges or by written PSC notice.


2.
“Public Counsel shall also provide a list of all parties or entities, including addresses, that Public Counsel recommends be invited to the conference.”  Public Counsel’s view is that there is not an “invitation list,” but rather a notice with the time,  date, and place of the conference.  The notice would issue subsequent to the intervention deadline; that is the process the PSC used in the MCA modification proposals.  It is not up to the PSC to “invite” parties, but to give notice; the parties who wish to attend or have others attend can contact these interested entities or persons.


3.
“The Commission will also instruct Public Counsel to clarify whether it is requesting that the Commission schedule public hearings and an evidentiary hearing now, before the next conference is held, or whether Public Counsel believes that it would be appropriate to wait until after the next conference to develop a procedural schedule and set hearings dates.”  Public Counsel believes that it would be appropriate to wait until after the next conference to (1) obtain cost and revenue information from the company (2) develop a procedural schedule or (3) set public hearing dates or evidentiary hearing dates. The conference is designed to convene the interested parties to discuss the proposed plan, identify problems, solutions, and impasses, and explore a basis for some agreement on either the plan, the modifications to the plan, or the next procedural step. 


4.
“Public Counsel is directed to specify exactly where it believes that the public hearings should be held.”  At this time Public Counsel is unable to provide any meaningful suggestions for specific locations of public hearings, since the time and date selected will greatly influence the availability of sites. A central location should be selected; usually public libraries, county courthouses, city halls, public school facilities (gym/assembly room, conference rooms, cafeterias) are known to the public, are available for governmental purposes, and have good access for the residents.  


In conclusion, Public Counsel hopes that this response assists the Commission fashion a reasonable process for consideration of the Rockaway Beach community’s expanded calling petition.
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