
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Request from the

)

Customers in the Rockaway Beach Exchange
)
Case No. TO-2003-0257
For an Expanded Calling Scope to Make

)

Toll Free Calls to Branson.



)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE 
On January 29, 2003, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a petition on behalf of customers in the Rockaway Beach exchange for an expanded toll free calling scope to Branson.  On February 21, Public Counsel and CenturyTel filed a joint motion for stay of proceedings.  The parties asked the Commission to forebear formal action in this case to allow an opportunity for upcoming meetings between these two parties and with members of the public.  Staff of the Public Service Commission was not a party to the joint motion for stay of proceedings and under the Commission’s rules would have an opportunity to respond to the joint motion for stay of proceedings. 

However, the original petition, as filed by Public Counsel, had already raised questions regarding the authority under which Public Counsel has filed and the need of the applicant to state a claim upon which relief may be granted.  In order to avoid the delay of staff’s response to the motion for stay of proceedings and also any motions to dismiss by CenturyTel or amended pleadings by the Office of the Public Counsel, the Commission will set this matter for prehearing conference so that all issues may be addressed at one time.  The Commission will ask the Staff to be prepared to respond to both Public Counsel’s application and to the joint motion for stay of proceedings.  In addition, the Public Counsel should come to the prehearing prepared to respond to questions regarding its failure to state a claim upon which relief may be granted and its failure to cite the authority upon which its initial application was filed.  


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1.
That a prehearing conference shall be convened in this matter on March 6, 2003, at 10 a.m. in Room 305 of the Commission’s offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  

2.
That this hearing shall be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this public hearing, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the hearing.

3.
That the parties shall come prepared to respond to the questions raised herein, and the parties, may, in the interim, file any motions upon which they request the Commission’s action.

4.
That this order shall become effective on the date hereof.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
(S E A L)

Dale Hardy Roberts, Chief Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant to

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on the 21st day of February, 2003. 
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