BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of Taney County Utilities Corporation’s Request for a Small Water Company Rate Increase 
	)))
	Case No. WR-2004-0450

	
	
	


Staff’s Statement

Regarding Company’s Annual Report Filing

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, by and through counsel, and states to the Missouri Public Service Commission as follows:

1.
On February 4, 2004, Staff filed a Complaint against Taney County Utilities Corporation (the “Company”), alleging a violation of the Commission’s statutes and rules relating to annual report filings, in Case No. WC-2004-0342.  

2.
Subsequent to February 4, 2004, the Company submitted a completed 2002 Annual Report form to the Commission’s Data Center.  The document was stamped “Filed, February 23, 2004, Public Service Commission.”  Staff reviewed that submission and determined that the said 2002 Annual Report had been completed as required.  The document was subsequently placed in the Commission's Electronic Filing and Information System and assigned annual report tracking number BMAR-2004-0104.

3.
On March 3, 2004, the Company filed tariff revisions related to agreements that it had reached with the Staff regarding the disposition of pending water and sewer small company rate increase requests, and this case and a companion sewer rate case were established.
   At the time the tariff revisions that resulted in the creation of these two "formal" water and sewer rate 
cases were filed, although the complaint in Case No. WC-2004-0342 was still pending, the Company had filed its annual report for 2002 and had come into compliance with the statutes and rules governing annual report submission.  (In fact, consistent with established practice regarding small water and sewer company rate increase requests, the Staff had previously notified the Company that it could not file the tariff revisions resulting from the agreements pertaining to the pending small company rate increase requests until such time that it had filed its CY2002 annual report.)

WHEREFORE, Staff submits this Statement, and requests the Commission to take this information into consideration in the resolution of this case.
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� The water and sewer rate cases were subsequently consolidated.
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