BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s
)
Case No. TT-2003-0093

Tariff Filing to Initiate Residential Customer Promotion.
)
Tariff File No. 200300117

ORDER GRANTING MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER

AND DIRECTING FILING

On September 6, 2002, the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission filed a motion to suspend a tariff revision filed on August 16, 2002, by Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a Southwestern Bell Telephone Company.  The tariff revision introduces a promotion for residential customers who purchase a flat‑rate access line with the Metropolitan Calling Area plan and selected vertical features.  The Commission issued an order on September 10, 2002, suspending the proposed tariff sheet until October 16, 2002, unless otherwise ordered.

On October 3, 2002, Southwestern Bell filed a motion for a protective order.  In support of its motion, Southwestern Bell states that should its tariff sheet be further suspended and the case go to hearing, it anticipates that its prepared testimony will contain information that should not be made public because it is either (1) proprietary, in that the information contains trade secrets as well as private technical, financial and business information; or (2) highly confidential, in that the information concerns material or documents with information relating directly to specific customers; employee‑sensitive information; marketing analyses or other market-specific information relating to services offered in competition with others; reports, work papers or other documentation related to work produced by internal or external auditors or consultants; and/or strategies employed, or to be employed, or under consideration in contract negotia​tions.

Southwestern Bell’s application does not comply with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.085 because it does not “include a statement that none of the information for which a claim of confidentiality is made can be found in any format in any other public document.”  However, it may be implied by Southwestern Bell’s statement that “certain information should not be made public” that the information is not found in any format in any other public document.

Upon review of Southwestern Bell’s motion, the Commission finds that there is a need to protect confidential information and the request for a protective order is reasonable.  The Commission has previously recognized the need to protect confidential information, and the issuance of protective orders has helped to minimize disputes in past cases.  Therefore, the Commission will establish its standard protective order for this case. The Commission will also direct Southwestern Bell to supplement its motion to comply with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.085.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s Motion for Protective Order, filed October 3, 2002, is granted, and the protective order attached to this order (Attachment A) is adopted.

2. That no later than October 23, 2002, Southwestern Bell Telephone, L.P., d/b/a Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, shall file a supplement to its motion for a protective order so that it complies with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.085.

3. That this order shall become effective on October 19, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 9th day of October, 2002.
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