STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 8th day of July, 2004.

In the Matter of a Commission Inquiry into
)

the Metropolitan Calling Area Plan and Calling
)
Case No. TW-2004-0471
Scopes in Missouri.




)

ORDER ADDING TASK FORCE MEMBERS AND SUSPENDING 

REQUIREMENT TO SUBMIT ILLUSTRATIVE TARIFFS

Syllabus:  This order accepts certain nominations to the Task Force and adds two additional Task Force members.  The order also suspends the requirement for certain parties to submit illustrative tariffs to the Task Force Chairman.

Task Force Membership:

On May 25, 2004, the Commission issued its Order Appointing Task Force Members and Scheduling Meeting.  The order directed that the Task Force was to consist of 14 members; some members were named in the order, and other members were to be nominated by the Missouri Telephone Industry Association (MTIA), the Missouri Municipal League, the Office of the Public Counsel, and the Commission’s Staff.  In compliance with that order, the Missouri Municipal League nominated Karen Messerli, Mayor of the City of Lee’s Summit, and the Commission’s Staff nominated William Voight and Natelle Dietrich; the Commission hereby formally names these individuals, in their representative capacity, to the Task Force.  

The MTIA, however, requested that it be allowed to nominate five members to the Task Force, instead of the four authorized by the Commission’s order.  MTIA believes that the five suggested nominees will be better able to represent the interests and viewpoints of Missouri’s small telecommunications providers and the state’s three largest incumbent local exchange companies, as well as the interests and viewpoints of competi​tive local exchange carriers and interexchange carriers.  MTIA suggest that expanding the Task Force to include all five of its nominees will likely result in a more comprehensive review of the issues and a more detailed and responsive final report.   The Commission has reviewed MTIA’s request and finds that it is reasonable and should be granted.  However, in order to maintain a balance in the membership of the Task Force, the Commission will allow the Office of the Public Counsel to nominate two members instead of one.  As Public Counsel has not yet filed the name of its first Task Force representative, the Commission will direct Public Counsel to do so at the same time as it nominates a second Task Force member.  Public Counsel’s nominees are not required to be members of that agency.

Illustrative Tariff Submissions:

The Commission’s May 25th order also directed certain entities to submit, no later than June 25, 2004, illustrative tariff filings to the Chairman of the Task Force.  On June 21, 2004, the Staff of the Commission filed, on behalf of the Task Force, a Motion to Suspend Requirement to Submit Illustrative Tariff Revisions.  Staff notes that the Task Force met on June 15, 2004.  The majority of the Task Force voted to request that the Commission suspend the requirement that certain parties submit illustrative tariff revisions. Staff indicates that some Task Force members are concerned that it is premature for the companies to submit illustrative tariffs at this time because it may lead to the incorrect conclusion that the Task Force has already narrowed the focus of its investigation to the MCA‑2 proposal.  Staff states that the Task Force will likely request the submission of illustrative tariff revisions in the future.

On June 23, 2004, the presiding officer issued an order extending, from June 25 to July 9, the deadline for the submission of the illustrative tariffs in order to provide the Commission with additional time to consider Staff’s request.  Upon further review, the Commission finds that Staff’s motion should be granted in part.  The Commission will suspend, until July 30, 2004,  the requirement, found in ordered paragraphs 11 and 12 of the Commission’s May 25, 2004 order, that certain entities submit illustrative tariffs.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED;

1. That Karen Messerli, Mayor of the City of Lee’s Summit, representing the Missouri Municipal League, is acknowledged as a Task Force member.

2. That Bill Voight and Natelle Dietrich, representing the Commission’s Staff, are acknowledged Task Force members.  As previously ordered, John Van Eschen of the Commission’s Staff shall serve as the Commission’s third Task Force member and as the Chairman of the Task Force.

3. That the Missouri Telecommunications Industry Association’s (MTIA) request to nominate five members to the Task Force instead of four members is granted.  MTIA’s representatives are as follows:

· Bill Biere, Chariton Valley Telephone Company

· John R. Idoux, Sprint

· R. Matthew Kohly, AT&T

· Arthur Martinez, CenturyTel

· Craig Unruh, SBC Missouri

4. That no later than July 15, 2004, the Office of the Public Counsel shall file a letter or pleading indicating the name of its two nominees to the Task Force.

5. That the requirement, found in ordered paragraphs 11 and 12 of the Commission’s May 25, 2004 order, that certain parties file illustrative tariffs is suspended until July 30, 2004.

That this order shall become effective on July 15, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Gaw, Ch., Murray, Clayton,

Davis, and Appling, CC., concur.

Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge
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