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Staff's Proposed Procedural Schedule and Motion to File Supplemental Direct Testimony


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission, by and through Counsel, and for its Proposed Procedural Schedule and Motion to File Supplemental Direct Testimony, states as follows:

1.
On May 17, 2004, the Commission directed the parties, jointly or separately, to file a proposed procedural schedule by no later than June 2, 2004 concerning the progress of this case. 

2.
Staff would respectfully advise the Commission that it is filing a separately proposed procedural schedule.  The suggested dates contained within the schedule are based, in part, on data requests submitted by the Staff to BPS (Company) that are due to be answered on June 14, 2004.  

3.
In August of 2002, the Staff filed Direct Testimony in this case.  The Staff requests that it be allowed to file Supplemental Direct Testimony under the provisions of 4 CSR 240-2.130 (8) because the test year in this proceeding is the twelve months ending December 31, 2002, and has not been updated for known and measurable changes.  The Staff proposes to update this test year information to reflect these known and measurable changes that impact the Company’s revenues, expenses and rate base.  The Staff also proposes to update the rate of return used in the Staff’s initial direct testimony filing.  The Staff believes that updating the Staff’s test year will indicate a proper match of revenues, expenses and rate base and therefore, better illustrate BPS’s true cost of service at the time the rates to be set in this proceeding become effective.

4.
The Staff’s proposed procedural schedule is as follows:

PROPOSED PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

Filing of Supplemental Direct Testimony---Revenue Requirement

July 15, 2004

Filing of Supplemental Direct Testimony---Rate Design


July 22, 2004

Prehearing Conference






July 28, 2004

Filing of Rebuttal Testimony






August 18, 2004

Filing of Issues List, Order of Witnesses and Order of

Cross-Examination 







August 20, 2004

Filing of Position Statement on the Issues




August 26, 2004

Filing of Surrebuttal Testimony





September 3, 2004

Evidentiary Hearing







September 8-9, 2004


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully requests that the Commission enter an Order approving the Proposed Procedural Schedule and allowing the Staff to file Supplemental Direct Testimony pursuant to Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.130 (8).
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