Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company's Tariff Filing to Initiate Residential Customer Promotion.
	)))
	Case No. TT-2003-0093

	
	
	


Staff's Supplemental Response

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its supplemental response states:


1.
On September 6, 2002, the Staff filed a motion to suspend Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s (SWBT) tariff filing to initiate a residential customer promotion.  The Staff opposed the promotion as a winback-type promotion.  The Staff also noted that the promotion concerns the pricing of the MCA plan, which is currently in dispute in Case No. TT‑2002-447, In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Sprint Missouri, Inc. d/b/a Sprint to Increase the Residential and Business Monthly Rate for the Metropolitan Calling Area (MCA) Plan.  On September 9, SWBT filed its response in opposition to the Staff’s motion.  On September 17, the Staff filed its response to SWBT.    



2.
On September 24, the Commission issued an Order directing the Staff to file a supplemental pleading explaining how Case No. TT-2002-447 may affect this case.



3.
One of the issues presented in Case No. TT-2002-447 is whether Sprint, a price cap regulated company, may increase the rate that it charges for optional MCA service.  In the present case, SWBT, also a price cap regulated company, has proposed a promotion that would include a temporary discount for a bundle of services that includes optional MCA service.  The Staff had not intended to suggest that the cases were addressing the same issue, but only that both cases involved proposed changes in the pricing of optional MCA service.     

4.   
The Staff repeats its objection to SWBT’s promotion as a de facto winback tariff filing.



WHEREFORE, the Staff requests the Commission to set this matter for hearing.  
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