Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of the Cancellation of the Certificate of Service Authority and Tariff of Tel-Link, L.L.C.
	)))
	Case No. TD-2005-


Motion To Open Case And Cancel Certificate of Service Authority And Accompanying Tariff

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and for its motion, respectfully states:



1.
On August 27, 1998, the Commission issued an order granting a certificate of service authority to provide basic local exchange telecommunications services to Tel-Link, L.L.C. (Tel-Link) in Case No. TA-98-176.  On May 5, 1999, the Commission approved Tel-Link’s PSC Mo. No. 1 tariff in the same case.


2.
On November 13, 2000, the Commission issued its Order Approving Transfer Of Assets (Order) in Case No. TM-2000-501.  The Order approved the transfer of Tel-Link’s assets and customers to NOW Communications, Inc. (NOW).  The Order did not cancel Tel-Link’s certificate or tariff. Tel-Link has never filed an annual report with the Commission.  Mail to Tel-Link’s last known address is being returned to the Commission.   

3.
Although Tel-Link sold its assets and customers in 2000, it was billed in 2002 for a FY 2003 assessment (related to calendar year 2001).  Staff’s Memorandum, filed with Staff’s Recommendation on August 4, 2000 states “…Tel-Link will continue to exist as a wholly-owned but separate entity, but serving no Missouri customers.”  A review of the TM-2000-501 case file and Application, and the “NOW / Tel-Link” statement of revenue form (for 2001) submitted on May 9, 2002, indicates that Tel-Link assets and customers were transferred to NOW before 2001.  Therefore, the unpaid Fiscal Year 2003 assessment that is listed against Tel-Link appears attributable to a double assessment of NOW.  NOW paid its Fiscal Year 2003 assessment in a very similar amount to that billed to Tel-Link.      


4.
According to the Office of the Missouri Secretary of State, Tel-Link requested the cancellation of their certificate of authority on August 25, 2000 and is “inactive”. Therefore, because of the above stated reasons, the Staff recommends that the Commission issue an order canceling Tel-Link’s certificate and tariff, and close this case.

5.
Other than the items discussed supra, Tel-Link has no other matters pending before the Commission.  The Commission has the authority to cancel a telecommunications corporation certificate pursuant to Section 392.410.5 RSMo 2000, which provides:

             Any certificate of service authority may be altered or modified by the

             commission after notice and hearing, upon its own motion or upon application

             of the person or company affected.

However, the Commission need not hold a hearing, if, after proper notice and opportunity to intervene, no party requests such a hearing.  State ex rel. Rex Deffenderfer Enterprises, Inc. v. Public Service Commission, 776 S.W.2d 494 (Mo. App. 1989).


6.
Staff will serve this pleading on (a) the last known address of Tel-Link as reported in the Commission’s Electronic Information Filing System; and (b) Tel-Link’s registered agent as reported by the website of the Missouri Secretary of State.
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