BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of Level 3 Communications, LLC’s
)

Petition for Arbitration Pursuant to Section 252(b)
)

of the Communications Act of 1934, as Amended    
)



by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, and the
)
Case No. TO-2005-0166

Applicable State Laws for Rates, Terms, and 

)

Conditions of Interconnection with Southwestern
)

Bell Telephone Company, L.P. d/b/a SBC Missouri
)

ORDER SCHEDULING INITIAL ARBITRATION MEETING 

On December 13, 2004, Level 3 Communications, LLC filed a Petition for Arbitration regarding the rates, terms, and conditions of that company’s interconnection with Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, L.P. d/b/a SBC Missouri.  SBC Missouri’s response to that Petition is due January 7, 2005.  The federal Telecommunications Act requires that this arbitration be completed by April 6, 2005.  

Due to the relatively short amount of time available for this arbitration, the arbitrator will schedule an initial arbitration meeting for January 7.  At this initial meeting, the parties will be expected consider and propose a procedural schedule that will allow this arbitration to proceed smoothly and in the time allowed by statute.  The arbitrator has reserved the week of February 14-18 on the Commission’s hearing calendar for the purpose of hearing evidence in this matter.

Along with its Petition for Arbitration, Level 3 filed a Motion for Expedited Treatment.  That motion points out the incredibly short time frames established in the Commission’s arbitration rule – 4 CSR 240-36.040 – and suggests that if those time frames are to be met, SBC Missouri should be required to file its supporting testimony along with its response on January 7.  Fortunately, 4 CSR 240-36.040(15) grants the arbitrator the flexibility to establish procedures that vary from those set out in the rule so long as the arbitration complies with the deadlines found in the Telecommunications Act.  The arbitrator will exercise that flexibility to establish a procedural schedule that will allow a reasonable time for the filing of testimony.  Therefore, SBC Missouri will not be required to file its supporting testimony along with its response.   

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That an initial arbitration meeting will be held on January 7, 2005, beginning at 9:00 a.m., in Room 305 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  This meeting will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 before the meeting.

2. That this order shall become effective on December 27, 2004.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law

Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 27th day of December, 2004.
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