BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Master Interconnection and
)

Resale Agreement by and between Sprint Missouri,
)

Inc., and ICG Telecom Group, Inc., Pursuant to
)
Case No. TK-2003-0535
Sections 251 and 252 of the Telecommunications
)

Act of 1996.
)

ORDER DIRECTING FILING AND SETTING

PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On June 4, 2003, Sprint Missouri, Inc., d/b/a Sprint, filed a request for approval of an interconnection agreement between Sprint and ICG Telecom Group, Inc.  The Commis​sion made ICG a party on June 10.  On June 19, MoKan Dial, Inc., and the other members of the Missouri Independent Telephone Company Group (MITG), filed an Application to Intervene in Opposition to Agreement and Request for Hearing.  On June 20, the Commis​sion issued an order directing filing and shortening the time in which the parties would have to respond to MITG’s Application.  On June 23, the Small Telephone Company Group filed an Application to Intervene and Request for Hearing.  In addition to filing a response to MITG’s Application, the parties shall expeditiously respond to the Small Telephone Company Group’s Application.

Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-2.080(15) states that unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, parties shall have no more than ten days in which to file responsive pleadings.  The Commission will require its Staff, Sprint, and ICG to file responsive pleadings to both MITG’s Application and to the Small Telephone Company Group’s Application no later than July 2, 2003, thus lengthening the period for filing responses to MITG’s Application and shortening the period for filing responses to the Small Telephone Company Group’s Application.

The federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 provides that an interconnection agreement will be deemed to be approved if the Commission has not acted to approve or reject the agreement within 90 days of the filing of the application for approval.  Therefore, the Commission must act by September 3, 2003, and an expedited procedural schedule must be developed.  To facilitate the development of such a schedule, a prehearing conference will be set.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. That the time in which to file responsive pleadings to the Missouri Independent Telephone Company’s Application to Intervene and Request for Hearing is extended from June 27, 2003, to July 2, 2003.

2. That the time in which to file responsive pleadings to the Small Telephone Company Group’s Application to Intervene and Request for Hearing is shortened to July 2, 2003.

3. That a prehearing conference will be held on July 11, 2003, beginning at 10:30 a.m., at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  This prehearing will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this prehearing, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing.

4. That the parties shall file a proposed procedural schedule no later than July 16, 2003.

5. That this order shall become effective on July 2, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Vicky Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law  

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 25th day of June, 2003.
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