STATE OF MISSOURI

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

At a session of the Public Service Commission held at its office in Jefferson City on the 25th day of July, 2002.

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of Sprint Missouri, Inc.,
)

d/b/a Sprint, to Increase the Residential and Business
)
Case No. TT-2002-447

Monthly Rate for the Metropolitan Calling Area (MCA)
)
Tariff No. 200200766

Plan.







)

ORDER FURTHER SUSPENDING TARIFF

AND SCHEDULING AN ON-THE-RECORD PRESENTATION

This order further suspends the proposed tariff (tariff file no. 200200766) filed by Sprint Missouri, Inc. d/b/a Sprint, and schedules an on‑the‑record presentation.

On March 13, 2002, Sprint filed a revised tariff page designed to increase the residential and business monthly rate for the optional Metropolitan Calling Area (MCA) Plan for Tiers 3, 4, and 5.  The optional MCA Plan is a nonbasic telecommunications service as defined by Section 386.020(34), RSMo 2000
.  Sprint’s revised tariff sheet bore an effective date of May 1, 2002.  By order issued April 11, 2002, the effective date was suspended for 120 days, to August 29, 2002.

The Office of the Public Counsel filed a motion to reject the proposed tariff sheet on March 20, 2002.  On April 1, 2002, the Staff of the Commission filed its response, recommending that the Commission approve the proposed tariff sheet.  On April 23, 2002, the Commission held a prehearing conference on this matter.  Following the prehearing conference, Staff, Sprint, and Public Counsel filed briefs regarding the proposed tariff.

Sprint contends that its proposed tariff increases the residential and business monthly rate for the MCA to an amount at or below the maximum allowable price previously approved by the Commission, that it conforms to Section 392.245, the Missouri Price Cap Statute, and that the proposed tariff must be approved by the Commission.  The Staff of the Commission concurs with Sprint’s position and recommends approval of the proposed tariff.

The Office of the Public Counsel argues that the proposed tariff is in excess of the maximum allowable rates and therefore,  it must be rejected.  Public Counsel contends that a price‑cap company may increase the rate for a nonbasic service by a maximum of eight percent per year.  According to Public Counsel, if a price‑cap company chooses not to raise its rates at all one year, the potential increase for that year is permanently waived.

The Commission has reviewed the proposed tariff sheet and the official case file and finds that it would be aided in its deliberations if the parties would appear for an on-the-record presentation.  The parties should be prepared to present opening remarks and respond to the Commission’s questions.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the proposed tariff filed by Sprint Missouri, Inc. d/b/a Sprint (tariff file number 200200766), is further suspended for a period of 30 days beyond August 29, 2002, to September 28, 2002, or until otherwise ordered by the Commission.  The tariff sheet suspended is:
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First Revised Page 4, Cancels Original Page 4

2. That an on-the-record presentation is scheduled for August 12, 2002, beginning at 8:30 a.m., at the Commission’s offices in the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 310.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans With Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the presentation should call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the on-the-record presentation.

3. That this order shall become effective on August 4, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Simmons, Ch., Lumpe, Gaw, 

and Forbis, CC., concur.

Murray, C., dissents.

Ruth, Senior Regulatory Law Judge

� Unless otherwise indicated, all statutory references are to the Revised Statutes of Missouri (RSMo), revision of 2000.
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