Before the Public Service Commission

Of the State of Missouri

	In the Matter of Sprint Missouri, Inc.'s Tariff Filing to Initiate LightLink® Service
	)))
	Case No. _________  
Tariff File No. JL-2003-0178

	
	
	


Motion to Suspend and Reject Tariff Filing


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission and for its motion states:


1.
On August 28, 2002, Sprint Missouri, Inc. d/b/a Sprint (Sprint), an incumbent local exchange carrier (ILEC), submitted to the Missouri Public Service Commission proposed revised tariff sheets for its General Exchange Tariff, P.S.C. Mo.- No. 22.  The proposed changes would introduce a new private line digital data service named LightLink®, effective September 27, 2002.  The proposed tariff filing is attached hereto as Appendix A as per 4 CSR 240-2.065.


2.
The rates for LightLink®, described in Section 45.1.C and listed in Section 45.1.G, include discounts for term commitments of 12 months up to 84 months.  The Commission has previously rejected tariffs containing discounts for term commitments of over 12 months as “unjust and unreasonable” and “detrimental to the health and development of competition in Missouri’s local market.”  (See Report and Orders in Case No. TT-2002-108, In the Matter of Southwestern Bell telephone Company’s Tariff Filing to Initiate a Business MCA Promotion, p. 15.)


3.
In its Report and Order issued on June 27, 2002, in consolidated Case No. TT-2002-227, In the Matter of Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s Proposed Revision to PSC Mo. No. 26, Long Distance Messaging Service, the Commission stated:


The Commission finds that the market for local exchange telecommunications services will operate most efficiently if potential customers are not locked into contracts extending for more than one year.  That finding applies equally to long-term contracts created by the CLECs as it does to the long-term contracts created by Southwestern Bell’s tariff.  Therefore, the tariffs submitted by the CLECs must also be rejected.  Id. at 15.  

4.
In Staff’s opinion, Sprint Missouri, Inc.’s proposed term commitment discounts are detrimental to the health and development of competition in Missouri’s local market, are unjust and unreasonable, and should be rejected.

5.
Section 392.230.3 RSMo 2000 authorizes the Commission to suspend this tariff filing and to enter upon a hearing concerning its propriety.


WHEREFORE, the Staff requests the Commission to suspend the operation of the proposed Sprint Missouri, Inc.’s Tariff File No. JL-2003-0178 pursuant to Section 392.230.3, to set this matter for hearing, to find that this tariff filing is unlawful and unreasonable, and to reject this tariff filing.
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