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STAFF RESPONSE


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (“Staff” and Commission”) and states as follows:

1.
On January 13, 2003, the Office of the Public Counsel (“OPC”) filed a petition requesting the amendment of Commission Rule 4 CSR 240-30.010.  (Staff would note that this rule becomes 4 CSR 240-3.545 on or about April 30, 2003.) On January 21, 2003, the Commission issued an Order Directing Filing, in which it directed OPC to amend its petition to include an estimate of costs, and Staff to file a response to the petition no later than ten days after OPC filed its supplemented petition. OPC filed its supplement on February 3, 2003.

2.
Staff states that it has also been involved in the process of formulating proposed rule changes on this same subject, for the Commission’s consideration.  Staff expects to be proposing them shortly, in the form of an issue paper, followed by a motion for finding of necessity for rulemaking.  Staff expects to incorporate possibly several of OPC’s suggested ideas in its proposal. Staff would welcome the opportunity to work with OPC in this matter, but expects to proceed with its own proposals.
Therefore, Staff requests that the Commission put this case in abeyance to allow Staff to continue with its own process and consider, and possibly incorporate, some or all of OPC’s proposals in its own.


WHEREFORE, the Staff prays that the Commission accept this Response. 
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