BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Joint Application of Missouri-American
)

Water Company and Warren County Water & Sewer


)

Company for Authority for Missouri-American Water

)
Case No. WM-2004-0122
Company to Acquire Certain Assets of Warren County


)

Water & Sewer Company and, in Connection Therewith,
)

Certain Other Related Transactions.



)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

Syllabus:  This order directs the parties to appear at a prehearing conference.

On September 4, 2003, Missouri‑American Water Company and Warren County Water & Sewer Company filed a motion for expedited treatment with its application for approval of the sale of assets of Warren County Water & Sewer to Missouri‑American.  The applicants stated that proceedings in Warren County Circuit Court necessitate the need for action no later than October 31, 2003.

The Commission issued an order directing notice and setting dates for responses from anyone wishing to intervene or request a hearing.  Staff filed a response to the application and the motion for expedited treatment on September 15, 2003.  In its response, Staff indicates that the motion for expedited treatment should be denied for failure to comply with Commission Rule 4 CSR 240‑2.080.

Staff also indicates that it will not be able to conduct a thorough examination and audit of the assets and the rates in order to give a recommendation to the Commission by the October 1, 2003, deadline.  Staff states that the relief requested in Paragraphs 13 and 16 of the application amounts to extraordinary relief that should not be granted outside of a rate case.  Staff requests that the Commission deny the motion for expedited treatment and extend the date for filing of its recommendation until December 1, 2003.

The Commission finds that a prehearing conference should be held to discuss the necessity for an order approving the transfer by the date requested, settlement of the pending issues, what information the Staff believes is necessary to make a recommenda​tion, and possible further procedural schedules.  Therefore, the Commis​sion will direct the parties to appear at an early prehearing conference.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the parties shall appear on September 29, 2003, for a prehearing conference beginning at 10:00 a.m. The prehearing conference will be held in Room 310 of the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri.  The Governor Office Building meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the prehearing.

That this order shall become effective on September 29, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

Nancy Dippell, Senior Regulatory Law 

Judge, by delegation of authority pursuant 

to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 23rd day of September, 2003.

1
2

