BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI
In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of



)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0031
Southern Missouri Gas Company, L.P.


)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0047

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of



)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0032
Laclede Gas Company




)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0048

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of



)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0033
Missouri Gas Energy




)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0049

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of



)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0034
Union Electric Company




)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0050

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of



)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0036
Fidelity Natural Gas





)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0045

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of



)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0037
Atmos Energy Corporation




)
Tariff No. JG‑2003‑0044

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of



)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0038
Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks‑L&P


)
Tariff No. 200300096

In the Matter of the Tariff Filing of



)
Case No. GT‑2003‑0039
Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks‑MPS


)
Tariff No. 200300095

ORDER SETTING JOINT PROCEDURAL CONFERENCE 

AND ORDER DIRECTING FILING


On August 1, 2002, Southern Missouri Gas Company, L.P., Laclede Gas Company, Missouri Gas Energy, Union Electric Company, Fidelity Natural Gas, and Atmos Energy Corporation, and on August 2, 2002, Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks‑L&P, and Aquila, Inc. d/b/a Aquila Networks‑MPS, filed their proposed gas aggregation tariffs for approval by the Missouri Public Service Commission under Section 393.190.1 et seq., RSMo 2000, as currently supplemented.


Since the statute requires that the Commission take action on the proposed tariffs by November 1, 2002, a procedural conference is required to ensure the prompt resolution of these cases.  

Contents of Proposed Tariffs


At the procedural conference, the parties must be prepared to discuss whether, at minimum, each of the proposed tariffs:  (1) Provides for the aggregate purchasing of natural gas supplies and pipeline transportation services on behalf of eligible school entities in accordance with aggregate purchasing contracts negotiated by and through a not‑for‑profit school association; (2) Provides for the resale of such natural gas supplies, including related transportation service costs, to the eligible school entities at the gas corporation’s cost of purchasing of such gas supplies and transportation, plus all applicable distribution costs, plus an aggregation and balancing fee to be determined by the Commission, not to exceed four‑tenths of one cent per therm delivered during the first year; and (3) Does not require telemetry or special metering, except for individual school meters over one hundred thousand therms annually.

Findings Required

The parties must also be prepared to discuss whether the Commission will be able to make the necessary findings based on the tariffs alone, or whether the Commission must set an expedited procedural schedule, directing the filing of sworn testimony and a hearing.  The parties must further be prepared to discuss what supporting evidence will be required to make the following findings:  (A) That implementation of the aggregation program set forth in each of the proposed tariffs will not have any negative financial impact on the gas corporation, its other customers, or local taxing authorities; and (B) That the aggregation charge in each of the tariffs is sufficient to generate revenue at least equal to all incremental costs caused by the experimental aggregation program.  Finally, the parties must be prepared to discuss what evidence will be required for the Commission to determine the amount of an aggregation and balancing fee.

Intervention and Notice


Proper persons will be given notice and an opportunity to intervene.  Therefore, the Commission will set an intervention date as directed below.  In addition, notice will be sent to the local news media in each of the companies’ service territory and to the state legislators serving those areas.  Notice must also be sent to the taxing authorities in each of the jurisdictions where the companies provide service in the state of Missouri.  In order to aid the Commission in sending this notice, the companies will be directed to file written pleadings setting forth the counties in which they do business.  After this information is gathered, the Commission will set an intervention date.


The Commission notes that these cases are not consolidated, although the procedural conference for all the cases will be held at the same time and place.  The Commission further notes that its last agenda date that is at least ten days before the operation of law date is October 17, 2002.  Thus, the Commission alerts all the parties that it intends to conclude these cases by October 17.


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1.
That the parties are directed to appear at a procedural conference on August 13, 2002, beginning at 1:00 p.m.  The procedural conference will be held at the Missouri Public Service Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 305.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets the accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the procedural conference must call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1‑800‑392‑4211 (voice) or 1‑800‑829‑7541 (TDD) prior to the procedural conference. 

2.    That each of the companies must file a written pleading by August 12, 2002, setting forth the counties in which it does business.  


3.
That this order will become effective on August 12, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )
Nancy Dippell, Vicky Ruth, and Bill Hopkins
Senior Regulatory Law Judges, 

by delegation of authority under 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000, 

as currently supplemented.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri, 

on this 6th day of August, 2002.
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