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LABADIE? Since 1992. a coal ash pond next to the Ameren Columns & Blogs Multimedia

mwer plant here has been 'seeping," as the mmpanypuis it, comics Obits

leakinginto the surroundingarea,acconling to state recon1s.

Put anotherway,oneoftheplant's two ponds storingtoxic

coal waste has been hemorrhagingup to 35 gallons a mimite
for two decades.
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There's no evidence the leaks bave fouled t be gmundwateror M OST R EA D STOR IESWashmgton Uruversityfined
for not disdosinglead paint

the drinking water of nearby homes. And criticssay that's
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precisely the problem- neither the state nortbecomrmny north St. Laws County
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"The government hasn't requiredAmeren to do anyth ing:

said Maxine IJpeles.co-di?ctoroftheWashington

U niversityI nterdisciplinaryEnvironmentul law Clinie.,which

representsthe 1abadicEtwironmentalOrganization in

opposinga new, 4oo-acre coal ash tandfill at the site. "On the

other band, Amerenhas knownaboutit ... And as far as we

know, lhevhaven'tdcme any testing in tiie area.

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources,the agency

charged with regulatingcoal ash ponds and enforcingthe

Clean Water Art in the state, isn't require i lo monitor

gnmndwaterat the site undercurrent state laws. But it has

legal authority to do so imder the plant's water permitand
hasn't

-
despite learningof the leaks fmm Ameren 19 years

ago, a?ordingto utility filingswith the DNlt

What's more. the waler dischargepermit for the state's

largest coal-fired power plant, a hulking2ano-megawatt

facility, expired 12 years ago. Amerenappliedfor a permit
rene.walin 1998, but the department hasyet to finish its

review. Yet understate law. the plantcan legally continue

operating undertheexisting 1994 permit.

DNRofficialsdeclinedto be interviewed about the leaking

ash pcmds. SpokeswomanRenee Bimgart said only t hat the

agencyhas not monito?dthe site because the law doesn't

requireit. Thedepartmenthas required groundwater

monitoringatash disposa.I sitessince1097and is nowtaking
a new look at how il regulatesolder coal waste

impoundments.

Bimgart also said the agency bas asked Ameren to resubmit
its water permit application.She providedno timeline for

completingthe applicationand no reasonfor the 12-year
delay except to say that 'some permitsare more complexthan

others."

REASONS FORWORRY

Members of the labadie EmironmentalOrganization.who
have opposed the new landiillproposal for avarietyof
reascms, say they fear the worst in light of dozens of coal ash

contaminationcasesaemss the coimtry.

At many sites, trace metals in coal ash including lead,

mercury, arsenic and selenfum buve been found in

gmundwaterat levels that exceeddrinking water standards.

Contaminationat thosesites was discovered only becimse

regulatorsrequiredgrotmdwatermonitoring.

Most recently,the TennesseeValleyAuthority Office of
inspectoræneralreported that coal ash has c<mtaminated

groundwateral eight ofninesites where tests wereconducted
in Tennessee, Kenttickyand Alabama.

In 2007,a U.S. Environmental Pmtection Agency report
identified 63 sites in 26stateswhere the waterwas

contaminatedby heavy metals from coal ash dumps. That

was more than a year before an estimated5.4 millioncubic

yardsofcoal ash sludge escapedan impoundmentin

Kingston.Tenn. The sludge spread acmss300 acres. and 3 million cubic yanis spilled into a river.
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The disaster compelled an EPA reviewof coal ash disposed sites across the country, and ult imatelya WAREHOUSEFORKLIFF

Prol×1sed rtile to regulatecoalwaste disposal. unriow r.ra

Since the EPA's 2007 report, adv?acygroups including Fartbjustice and the Isnvironmental DIRECTOROF BUSINESSSERVICES
[ntegrily Pmject have identified dozens more sites that theysay shouldk added to Ihe list ol
damagecases. U M'*h'

SERVICETECHNICIAN
Among the contaminatedcoal ash disposal sites is Ameren Illinois' venice power plant,just across u u..s m
the MississippiRiver on the Madison-St.ClairCounty line. The plant burnedcoal imt il the mid- E :' Go Ti

i o70s, when it switched to ail. The plant was subsequently convertcdto run on nat nral gas, but the PROGRAM DIRECTOR
legacy of its coal ash pits, which still bokl 1.4 millicm tons of coal waste, remains. Smm Am. MO

ttle[lG]Il It'de Ni Joi

ThestateofIllinoishas requiredgroundwater monitonngat Venicesince tc)96, and daia from a
OWNEROPERATORS

network of 17 monitoringwells revealed levels ofiron. arsenic, Imron and mimganesethat exceeded
drinking waterstandards. . .man Hansporrand i nsus

ln liabadie, environmentalorganizationmembem cite similarities between Veniceand labadie thal BUILDING COMMISSIONER

they say underscore the need for monitoring.The ash ponds at Venice,constructedin the 1950s, are

im Eined like the leaking pad at labadie.TheVenice ponds sit in the same kind alluvial soil- a fine

mix ofsilt . sand and clay that'san easy pathwayfor contaminationto migrate da water.
MANAGEROF OPERATIONALEFFECTIVENESS

The |Ilinois F,l'A bus approved a plan submittedby Ameren to cap the Venice as b ponds to prevent

storm water from serving as a carrierforcontaminants. The plan also includes agtmmdwater
managementzone witb monitoringwells to ensure polhition doesn1 spread lurther.

Amerenand t he statesay the contaminationfotmd at Venice can l specífically be tied to the ash

ponds becausel be longhistonof industrial waste being discharged i n the area. Further. it poses no

risk to humanhealth becausenearby townshave passed ordinances pt·ohibiting the LISe of
groundwaterfordrinking.they say.

The same isn't true al I abadie,they say. In fact, a reporl preparedby Roberl Criss, a Washington
Univemity professor, identifiedseveral dozen private weils along the bluffs near labadie Bottoms

that couldbe al riskof conta mination.Contaminan ts couldinfilt.ralefrom shallow alhivial soils to

lhedeeper07arkaquifertapped by residents for drinkingwater, accordingto the apon.

50,000 GALLONSA DAY

The waste is created from burningcoal to create electricity.At labadie'sash ponds. it's composed of
flyush, afine. tale-likepowder that'scapturedbyfiltersin the plant'sstacksto reduce pollutants
released into the air, and bottom ash, a coarser material that falls to the bottom ofc?l boilers.

news ads

At labadie,Ameren uses water to wash thewaste to unlined ponds westof the plant.There. the

waste sinks to the bottom, a nd the waterdmins throngha perminedoutfall into [.abadie Creek and
the Missouri River.

One pond. constructedin 1993. has a protectiveliner. The leaking154-acre uh pond. which begim

receiving coal ash when 1abadie began opemtion in 1970, actuallyhas two leaks,according to

information providedby Ameren lotheDNR, The smallerone, Aowingata mteofup to sgallons a

minute, is near the wastewaternuifalland leaks into theereek.The other leak releasesup to30

gallonsa minute on thesouth sideofthepond. Combined,that's theequivalentof mom thun 50,000
gallonsof waterescapingtheponds each day, or nearly350 million gallons over J9years.

Ameren believe,s the leaks don't pose an environmentalthwat. But becauseof ongoingconcerns,and
b?anse the EPA hasaskedthe utility to monitor them,Ame en will make repairsto the ash pond by

the end of t he year. sa id M ike Memie, the utility's vice pasident of environ mental services.

I be smaller leak discharges into the creek near the permittedoutfall. Menne said. Water fmm the
laiyer seep is contained on Amerenpmpertyby a raised road bed encircling the plantand

preventing any nmoff. [t will be repaired by installinga French drain - a trench - that will a llow

water that escapes the ash pond to dmin back.

While50,000gallonsaday sounds like a lot ofwater, it's a small fractionof i percent oflhe millions

ofgallons discharged Irom theash pimds into labadic Cn>ek daily, Menne said. And it¼ unlikel3

htin://wwwstiroday.com/husiness/local/leaks-from-ameren-toxic-waste-nnnd-in-lahadie-sL6/24/2013
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that contimiinanis would n:ach deep enough or spread far enough in t he direction of area homes

and farmsto pose a health risk, he said.

Lipeles disputesthat. While the grmmdwatertable is shallow - according to an Amerenstudy
s ubmi tied to t he DNR as part of its effort to win approvalfor the new coal ash landfill -

it doesn't

mean that any contaminationliasn't migrated litrther. Besides.said Lipeles, therFsan easy way to

find out .- rest the groundwater.

"lzl them do a thomughanalysis of the groundwaterat the site, atul characterize it and present that
to the publicand say.'See,you have nothing to worryabout:" he said.

RULESATISSUE

Noneof the contamitiatedcoal ash sites identified by the F.PA or environmentalgmups are located

in Missouri. Criticssay that may point more to lax state regulationsor pær enforcement than a lack

ofactual contamination.The kioseregulatoiyenvkonmentunderscores the riced forfedemlrules
that give states less leewayto ignorepotentialpmblems,advocatesargue.

~rbereis a direct relationshipbetween how manysites wete identified and the presenceand

absence of regulations."saidLisa l'xans, an attorney at Earthjustice. witichearlierthis month
releaseda report identifying Missourias amonga dozenstates wi th the weakest regulationsfor coal

ash disposal.

Coal ash disposal sites are regulated by the DNR s Solid Waste Progmm. The Water Protection
Pt'ognuti oversees water discharges.

M issouri imposed new restrictionson coal ush dispor.alsites beginning in 199 treatingthem the

sameas municipalwaste landfills that require linersand groundwatermonitoring.ihmgartsaid.

More recently, the state hasgiven new thunght to how older coal waste dumps are regulated
because,asairquality mleshecome more stringent.polhttimtssuch as meremy thatare stripped
from air emissions end up in the coal waste that's left hebind.

l'or the first time in April, the state agencymade gmundwatermonitoringa conditionof a water
discharge permit issued to a coal-firedpower plant in Missouri's Bootheel.

labadie environmentaladvocatessay recent regidatorymovesdon't explainwhy the Department 01

Natural Resotutes - knowingof the leaksal labadie -
hasn't conducted gmundwatertests there.

The gmup. along with otherenvironmentaladuxales, continues to press the li.PA to enact the

tougherol'two pmposed coal ash rules underconsideration.The agency wassupposedto make a

nde final this year but instead has delayed action until 20m or 20a.

The more stringentof the proposed rules woulddesignate coal ash as a hazmtlous wasteand subject
to federal safelystandanls.The other, lavored by utilities, wouldn't requirea hazardous designation
for coal ash and would leave it up to states to decide whetherto adopt EPA recommendations.

Evansand other em-ironmental advocatesfear states will ignore Lhe recommendations unless
they'rerequiredby law.

"if ft'snot mandatory,the states usuallysay theirregsamadequate."she said.

All of this i nforms the debate over the pmimsed ash landfill in Franklin County. 12hadie

em-ironmentaladvocales say.

Amerensays the proposed landfill wouktmeet the anticipated fedeml standards. Thal materialwill
be stored dry . not in a shidge pond. wi th just enough wateradded to make the as b barden like

concrete.It will be pmtcetedby multiple 1inersand a leachutecollectionsystem to contain any leaks.

The site will also be protectedby a herm that will be a feet higher than the level floodwaterrewhed
m tyy:L

That the leaks were allowedto exist for abnost two decadeswithout testing for contamination
d isplays Ameren'sinability to responsiblymanage its coal waste facilities and Ihe state's inability to

ehtivelyoverseesuchoperations.Lipelessaid.Theinactionshouldraise re n .33UGUJDAOb BAOJdul!
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Countycommissioners,whoareweighingland use regulations1batwouldaccommodatecoalwaste
landfills.

Italsomakes LipelesquestionhoweffectEvelystateegulatorswouldevaluate Ameren'sapplication.
"It raises liuge concems." he said.

Tags coal Ash, contamination,Environment,DepartmentOf Natura Resoumes,Ameren, Jeffrey
TOmich, Energy
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