BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

In the Matter of the Application of Missouri-American

)

Water Company for Approval to Establish an 



)      Case No. WO-2004-0116
Infrastructure System Replacement Surcharge (ISRS)

)      Tariff No. YW-2004-0274
ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION TO INTERVENE AND SCHEDULING A PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On September 2, 2003, Missouri-American Water Company filed an application to establish an Infrastructure System Replacement Surcharge.  On September 9, the Commission suspended, until December 31, the tariff that would establish the surcharge.  On the same date, the Commission directed that notice of the application be given to the general public and to interested parties.  The Commission also ordered that any proper person wishing to intervene should file an application to do so no later than September 29. The Missouri Energy Group applied to intervene on September 18.  

The Missouri Energy Group is an ad hoc group of large customers of Missouri-American.  The members of the group are:  Barnes-Jewish Hospital, Emerson Electric Company, SSM HealthCare, and St. Johns’ Mercy Health Care.  The application to intervene indicates that the members of the Missouri Energy Group are large users of water purchased from Missouri-American.  The group indicates that they have an interest in this case because they wish to avoid any adverse impact on the rates and terms of their water service.  As large users of water, they contend that their interests cannot be represented by any other party.  No party has opposed Missouri Energy Group’s application to intervene.   


Its application to intervene establishes that the Missouri Energy Group has an interest in this case that is different from that of the general public.  Furthermore, that interest may be adversely affected by a final order arising from this case.  Therefore, Commission rule 4 CSR 240-2.075(4) permits the Commission to grant the Missouri Energy Group’s application to intervene.  

On September 29, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a motion requesting that the Commission conduct an evidentiary hearing on Missouri- American’s application.  It also suggests that a prehearing conference be scheduled to assist the parties in the development of a proposed procedural schedule leading to such a hearing.  

The Commission notes that by statute, the Commission must act on Missouri-American’s application by December 31.  Therefore, the Commission will need to move on this case promptly.  A prehearing conference is the best way to get things started.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the Missouri Energy Group’s Application to Intervene is granted.

2. That a prehearing conference is scheduled for October 8, 2003, at 1:00 p.m.

3.
That the prehearing conference will be held in the offices of the Missouri Public Service Commission in Jefferson City, Missouri.  This hearing will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need additional accommodations to participate in this public hearing, please call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or Relay Missouri at 711 prior to the hearing.


4.
That the parties shall file a proposed procedural schedule no later than October 14, 2003. 

5.
That this order shall become effective on October 8, 2003.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge

( S E A L )

Morris L. Woodruff, Senior Regulatory Law

Judge, by delegation of authority

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 30th day of September, 2003.
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