BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

The Staff of the





) 

Missouri Public Service Commission,


)









)





Complainant,


)









)

v.







)
Case No. WC‑2003‑0134








)

Osage Water Company,




)









)




Respondent.


)

ORDER SCHEDULING EVIDENTIARY HEARING


This order schedules a hearing to consider the complaint filed by the Staff of the Commission against Osage Water Company. 


On October 7, 2002, the Staff of the Commission filed a complaint against Osage Water Company.  The complaint indicates that the owners of Osage Water Company have abandoned the company and that there is an imminent danger that the customers of Osage Water will lose their water or sewer service.  Staff seeks authority from the Commission to file a petition in circuit court seeking the appointment of a receiver to take control and responsibility over Osage Water Company.  Staff requests further that it be authorized to ask the circuit court to instruct the receiver to liquidate the company.  

Because of the imminent danger that it describes, Staff asks the Commission to consider its complaint expeditiously.  To that end, Staff asks the Commission to schedule a hearing on the complaint, to take place not later than November 1, 2002.  On October 8, the Office of the Public Counsel filed a pleading indicating that it joined in Staff’s complaint and motion for expedited treatment.

The Commission wishes to hear Staff and Public Counsel’s complaint as soon as possible.  Therefore, an evidentiary hearing will be scheduled for October 24, 2002.  Because this hearing is being expedited, there will not be enough time to allow for the submission of prefiled testimony.  Therefore, all testimony will be presented live at the hearing.  Post-hearing briefs will not be permitted.  Rather, the parties are directed to present oral arguments at the conclusion of the evidentiary hearing.   

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. 
That an evidentiary hearing will take place on October 24, 2002, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  
2.
That the evidentiary hearing will be held in the offices of the Missouri Public Service Commission in Jefferson City, Missouri.  This hearing will be held in a building that meets accessibility standards required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person needing additional accommodations to participate in this hearing may call the Public Service Commission’s Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) before the hearing.

3.
That a copy of this order be served on William P. (Pat) Mitchell, President of Osage Water Company; Gregory D. Williams, Registered Agent for Osage Water Company; and Debra J. Williams, Manager of Osage Water Company.

4.
That this order shall become effective on October 21, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
( S E A L )

Morris Woodruff, Senior Regulatory 

Law Judge, by delegation of authority 

pursuant to Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri,

on this 11th day of October, 2002.
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