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Staff's Reply to MAWC Supplemental Response to Motion to Set Public Hearings

COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff), by and through Counsel, and for Staff’s Reply to the MAWC Supplemental Response to Motion to Set Public Hearings, states the following:

1.
On August 21, 2003, Missouri-American Water Company (MAWC or the Company) filed a supplemental pleading related to the setting of local public hearings in this case.   Essentially, in that pleading, the Company stated that there was an insufficient amount of time to schedule local public hearings for the time periods suggested by the Office of Public Counsel (OPC) for the Brunswick, St. Charles, St. Louis, St. Joseph and Platte County districts.

2.
In the Staff Recommendation Regarding Local Public Hearings filed on July 31, 2003, the Staff had no objections to the dates suggested by OPC for the Brunswick, St. Charles, St. Louis County and Warrensburg districts.  Staff, however, suggested alternative times and dates for public hearings for Platte County (Riverside Water, Parkville sewer and St. Joseph), Joplin and Mexico/ Jefferson City.  Staff believes those dates and times for these districts are still viable scheduling suggestions.

3.
Regarding new dates for the scheduling of local public hearings for Brunswick, St. Charles, St. Louis and perhaps Warrensburg, Staff would prefer that the Commission did not schedule local public hearings during the week when the pre-hearing conference is scheduled to occur in this case (which is October 20 through 24) because Staff witnesses participating in this case will be directly involved in the pre-hearing process. 

4.
Lastly, the Staff would also prefer that scheduling consideration be given to the dates when Staff and the other parties will be filing testimony in this case so that a reasonable amount of time is left uninterrupted to accomplish this important task.    
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