BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI

Mid-Missouri Telephone Company,


)





)



Petitioner,

)






)


v.




)

Case No. TC-2002-190






)

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, 


)







)




Respondent.

)

ORDER SETTING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On March 28, 2002, in response to Southwestern Bell Telephone Company’s motion of March 18, 2002, for access to data, to suspend the procedural schedule, and for a Staff investigation, the Commission issued its Order Suspending Procedural Schedule, Directing Staff Investigation and Setting Prehearing Conference.  Thereafter, Staff filed status reports on May 6 and June 6, explaining that it was unable to go forward with the investigation ordered by the Commission because of restrictions imposed by the protective order on information designated as Highly Confidential.  On July 9, following a further appeal from Southwestern Bell on June 18, the Commission issued its Order Regarding Protective Order.  That order granted to Bell the relief it sought, namely, access by its in‑house, subject-matter experts to information designated Highly Confidential by Mid‑Missouri Telephone Company, and presumably resolved the impediment to Staff’s investigation.  That order directed Staff:

to complete the investigation already ordered herein as quickly as is reasonably possible.  Staff shall continue to file status reports at monthly intervals.  The next such report filed shall state a date certain upon which Staff expects to file its final investigation report.

Unfortunately, there has been no next status report.  Staff has evidently overlooked Ordered Paragraph No. 3 of the Commission’s Order of July 9 and this case, consequently, has languished.  To permit this matter to remain unresolved would be unfair to complainant Mid-Missouri Telephone Company.  Therefore, the Commission will convene yet another prehearing conference – the third -- in this matter.  

At the prehearing conference, Staff should be prepared to discuss the progress, if any, of its investigation.  Staff should also be prepared to explain its apparent neglect of Ordered Paragraph No. 3 of the Commission’s order of July 9.  The parties should be prepared to develop a new procedural schedule intended to result in the prompt resolution of this matter.  Finally, the parties should be prepared to discuss the status of their on-going settlement negotiations.  

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That a prehearing conference shall be held on September 18, 2002, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The prehearing conference shall be held at the Commission’s offices at the Governor Office Building, 200 Madison Street, Jefferson City, Missouri, Room 305.  The Governor Office Building is a facility that meets the accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Any person who needs additional accommodations to participate in the prehearing conference should call the Public Service Commission's Hotline at 1-800-392-4211 (voice) or 1-800-829-7541 (TDD) prior to the prehearing conference. 

2. That this order shall become effective on September 9, 2002.

BY THE COMMISSION

( S E A L )
Dale Hardy Roberts

Secretary/Chief Regulatory Law Judge
Kevin A. Thompson, Deputy Chief 

Regulatory Law Judge, by delegation 

of authority pursuant to 

Section 386.240, RSMo 2000.

Dated at Jefferson City, Missouri, 

on this 30th day of August, 2002.
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