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Staff’s Response to the Office of the Public 

Counsel’s Motion to Establish on the Record Conference


COMES NOW the Staff of the Missouri Public Service Commission (Staff) and states:


On July 30, 2003 the Office of the Public Counsel (OPC) filed a Motion to Establish on the Record Conference.  The OPC’s motion requests a joint conference for cases TO-2003-0297 and TO-2001-391 to “explore the future direction these cases should take.”  The Staff believes the future direction of these cases will be assisted by first resolving the issues presented to the Commission in Case No. TO-2001-391.  The parties to Case No. TO-2001-391 spent a year participating in joint meetings that resulted in the filing of a Final Task Force Report on January 24, 2002.  An on-the-record presentation was held on July 15, 2002 for the purpose of allowing the Commission an opportunity to question the parties on the Final Task Force Report.  The parties filed briefs on August 15, 2002, and filed position statements on issues “ripe for decision” on May 19, 2003.  Another joint conference would likely result in the parties agreeing on the same issues agreed upon in the Final Task Force Report, and disagreeing on the same issues that are ripe for decision.  Therefore, the Staff recommends that the Commission deny OPC’s request for a joint conference until after the issues presented to date have been resolved.  


WHEREFORE, the Staff respectfully asks that the Commission deny the OPC’s request to establish an on-the-record conference.
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